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This newsletter is dedicated to the following children with love: 

🖤 Dever Herman 🖤 
🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 🖤 

NEXT MEETING 
 

Monday, May 13, 2019 
Mary Alice Fortin Center 

Billings Clinic Hospital, 2800 10th Ave. N. 

** ROOM “E” ** 

P.O. Box 50395  Billings, MT 59105 

Website: www.tcfbillings.org 

The Compassionate Friends is a mutual assistance, self-help organization offering friendship, understanding and hope to 

bereaved families.  The primary purpose is to assist them in positive resolution of the grief experienced upon the death of a child 

and to support their efforts to achieve physical and emotional health.  The secondary purpose is to provide information and to 

educate about bereaved families.  The objective is to help those in their community, including family, friends, employers, and co-

workers to be supportive. 

PROGRAM 

Grieving Mothers on Mother’s Day 
 

If you are now childless it may be difficult to even think about 

celebrating Mother’s Day. Even if you have surviving children 

Mother’s Day may be unbearable. This month’s meeting might help 

answer some nagging questions or unresolved feelings. 

April/May 2019 

Dear Dever, 

 You touched our lives in a way we 

can’t explain 

As a son, brother, father and friend your 

love for life. made a permanent mark on 

our hearts. 

The empty space you left behind can only 

be filled by the beautiful memories we have 

of you. 

 In a lifetime that was much too short, 

you gave enough love to last until the end 

of time. 
Written by your sister, Shae 

 

Happy Birthday 
We will love you always. 

 
Mom, Shelley, Shae and  
Your sons, Brad & Jaycob 

 

 

http://www.tcfbillings.org/


April/May 

2019 

 
Life is a balance 
Of holding on 

& 
Letting go….. 

 

MOTHER AND SON 
 

I would give my life to have you back, 
said his Mum 
I know you would, said her son. 
I cry each night for you, siad his Mum 
And I catch all of your tears, said her son. 
I pray for the day that I can see you again, 
said his Mum 
Close your eyes and you can see me, 
said her son…… 
You are fhe first person who loved me, 
and you are the first person I loved. 
You were always there when I needed you, 
and you always knew when I needed a hug. 
I am here for you now, Mum 
in your heart and in your soul. 
I did not take your heart with me 
instead I left mine with you to hold. 
One day I will take your hand 
and lead you to parapdise, 
but until then my bearutiful mother, 
when you want to see me 
you only need to clse your eyes…. 
 

E.warby 

 

  
 

There was pain 
And struggle 

And loss of many kinds. 
 

It made her grieve deeply. 
 

And through it there was softening, 
too. 

And opening 
A slow, slow dawning of peace. 

 
A quiet knowing that all could be well 
Without anything needing to change 

Though everything already had. 
 

It was then that joy began. 
 

Afterwards 
 

 
For those who understand, 

No explanation is needed. 

For those who do not understand, 

No explanation is possible. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY LUNCHEON 

Saturday, May 11th – 12 noon 
Rib & Chop House on Majestic Avenue 

 

 Our Mother’s luncheon will be in 
the VIP room by the front door of Rib & 
Chop. Friends and family are welcome; 
however, this is a “pay your way” event 
so separate checks will be issued. There 
will be a special door prize drawing for 
all mothers who attend. We hope to see 
you there! 

 
PLANTING THE FLORAL GARDEN 

Saturday, May 18th - 9:00 am 
Rose Park (21st St. W. & Ave D) 

 

Let the growing begin! Our floral garden 
is adjacent to our “Gift of Life Brick 
Walkway” located in the sculpture 
garden where our angel sits. We are 
asking for volunteers as there are 
hundreds of flowers that need our 
loving care. Please bring your own 
gardening tools, knee pads & gloves, if 
you have them. We hope you can join 
us for this healing & therapeutic 
experience! 

  
Our 8th Annual Butterfly Release 

Saturday, June 15th – 1:00 pm 
Rose Park (21st St. W. & Ave D) 

 

 This year’s butterfly release will be 
held on. Butterflies can be purchased for 
$15 each. If you would like to order a 
butterfly in memory of your loved one 
please send $15 for each butterfly (yes, you 
can order more than one!) to: Billings TCF, 
P.O. Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105. Please 
specify who your butterfly is in memory of. 
If you have questions, please contact Lorie 
@ 855-3071. We hope that you will join us 
for this amazing event! 

 

Don’t delay! Deadline to order is May 31st 



 

 

 

 
 
 

❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ 

 “Love Gifts” are a beautiful expression of our deep & never-ending love for our children. “Love Gifts” help us to 

reach out to bereaved families, friends, & co-workers in various ways- books, DVDs, videos, borchures, and this 

newsletter.  These gifts are deeply appreciated. If you would like to send a “Love Gift,” please mail it to: The 

Compassionate Friends, P.O. Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105.  Please include who your “Love Gift” is in memory of.   

 

Remember, your gift is also tax deductible! 
 

With much gratitude, we thank the following for their “Love Gifts.” 
 

Darryl Rahrer, in memory of his brother, Randy’s 69th birthday  

Sue & Al Jeroma, in memory of their son, Tyler Jeroma’s birthday 4/1 

Mary Fuqua, in memory of her son, Thomas M. Olsen’s birthday 4/12 

❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤ 

“GIFT OF LIFE” BRICK WALKWAY 2019 
 

 We are now taking orders for the 2019 Gift of Life Brick Walkway.  If you would like to purchase a brick 

in honor of your child, sibling or grandchild, they may be purchased for $40.00. Payments should be made to 

Compassionate Friends, P.O. Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105.  The bricks will be placed in our “Gift of Life 

Brick Walkway” adjacent to our Floral Garden at Rose Park, 21st Street West and Avenue D. A special 

dedication ceremony will take place in August. 

 

Order forms are available on our website @ tcfbillings.org.  Please print name, middle initial and last name. If you have 
questions, please call Erin at 256-1569 or Lorie at 855-3071. 

 

Deadline to order is July 1st. 

 
The Rose Park Sanctuary Fund 

 

The sanctuary in Rose Park has become such a meaningful and special place to our members that we want to ensure 

that it is well maintained for years to come. To preserve and financially support any future additions to our beloved 

sanctuary we designate these donations to the “Rose Park Sanctuary Fund.” 

The following donations were recently made: 
 

In honor of:       With love from: 
 

Kristen Jackson        mom, Patricia Cline 

Shane Horgus        mom, Tippy Burtch 
 

With much gratitude, we thank you all for your contributions. 
 

Remember, your gift is tax deductible!  



 

                                    ***SAVE THE DATE*** 

The Compassionate Friends National Conference is a weekend spent surrounded by other bereaved parents, 

grandparents and siblings. It is a place where hope grows, and friendships are made with others who truly 

understand. With inspirational keynote speakers, abundant workshops for everyone’s wants and needs, and a 

remembrance candle lighting program culminating with the annual Walk to Remember, this time of healing 

and hope is the gift we give ourselves. Join us as together we remember and share the everlasting love we 

have for our precious children, siblings and grandchildren. 

The 42nd TCF National Conference will be in held in Philadelphia, on July 19-21, 2019 at the Philadelphia 

201 Hotel. “Hope Rings in Philadelphia” is the theme of next year’s event, which promises more of this 

year’s great National Conference experience. We’ll keep you updated with details here, on the national 

website as well as on our TCF/USA Facebook Page and elsewhere as they become available. Plan to come 

and be a part of this heartwarming experience.  

“A Living Memorial” 
 

 We all wish for our child’s life and love 
to be remembered forever! Now we can 
purchase a tree for our child, to be placed in 
a Billings Park of your choice. If you are 
interested contact: Billings Park & 
Recreation @ 406-237-6227 or email: 
bichaf@ci.billings.mt.us, or stop by at 390 N. 
23rd St. in Blgs., Mt. Troy’s mom planted a 
tree near “our Rose Park Sanctuary,” and 
placed a plaque with a very special message. 
Stop by and take a look if you ever get the 
chance. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“You went away so 
suddenly 

We did not say 
goodbye 

But brothers can 
never be parted 

Precious memories 
 never die.” 

 
 

Precious sister I Miss You 

 

Small mementos left behind 

Are safely tucked away… 

Precious meories 

That we shared…are 

In our hearts to stay. 

 

Just for 

Siblings… 

 

 From the shadows we 
come, the surviving siblings. We 
are all ages: younger, older, 
twins and subsequent children. 
We have our own story to tell, 
one that is often brushed aside 
in the concern for our parents, 
the spouse, and even the 
children of our sibling. We are 
grieving, experiencing the same 
intensity of pain, but not always 
acknowledged by others. When 
a child dies, a future is lost; 
when a parent dies, it is the past 
which is buried. The death of a 
sibling is the death of a friend, a 
rival, an antagonist, a confidant, 
and perhaps a co-conspirator. It 
is important to help give siblings 
a voice as we struggle in the 
shadows, searching to find light 
in the darkness. 
 
National TCF 
Alicia Sims Frankllin 
Posted 9/20/18 

 
 The Billings Chapter would like to extend 
a big hug & a huge thank you to our friend & 
webmaster, Dick Rogers. Dick effortlessly 
maintains our website & graciously gives 
financially to the chapter in memory of his 
sister, Elizabeth Rogers. I don’t know what 
we’d do without his expertise and generosity. 

We love you, Mr. Rogers! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TCFUSA
mailto:bichaf@ci.billings.mt.us


Lovingly Remembered… 
 

Our children, grandchildren and siblings… 
 

April Birthdays 
 

Carly Jean McGuinness - 04/07 

  Leslie Austin 

AJ Blain - 04/01 

  Al & Bobbi Blain 

Beth Lynn Spear - 04/01 

  Duane & Jean Broadbent 

Bobby Budell - 04/22 

  Jess & Brandi Budell 

Thomas Foster Cantrell - 04/06 

  Virginia Cantrell 

Tony T. Tafolla - 04/30 

  Darlene Tafolla Carlson 

Michael J. Chase - 04/29 

  Laynn & Reggie Chase 

Nathan Cox - 04/20 

  Michael & Pauline Cox 

Marlin Eugene Niles - 04/06 

  Phyllis, Crawford 

Edith Guzman - 04/21 

  Phyllis Crawford 

Ryan Russell Curtis - 04/11 

  Barry & Linda Curtis 

Natalie Dietrich - 04/21 

  Dave & Jan Dietrich 

Devon Douthit - 04/04 

  Burt & Donna Douthit 

Thomas Michael Olsen - 04/12  

  Mary Fuqua 

Niki Lou Okken - 04/02 

  Mari Okken Hedges 

Noelle - 04/20 

  Tom & Sandy Hines 

Tyler Reed Jeroma - 04/01 

  Al & Sue Jeroma 

Gary Lowman - 04/18 

  Robert Lowman 

Tami McCullough - 04/05 

  Mary Ann McCullough 

Kevin Mullenber - 04/21 

  Roger & Diana Lynn Overturf 

Carl Edgar Schenck - 04/21 

   Alene Priest 

Randy Rahrer - 04/03 

  Darryl Rahrer 

Patrick Smith - 04/04 

  Carol Smith 

Timothy Lee Smith - 04/21 

  Laurie Smith 

  Gary, Smith 

Samantha Koehler - 04/20 

  Janna Stanley 

Andrew "Andy" Frank Stringari - 

04/13 

  Douglas & Debbie Stringari 

  Stacy, Wegner 

Sherry L. Loveridge - 04/19 

  Richard Taylor 

Gregory "Greg" E. Thelen - 04/21 

  Dave & Judy Thelen 

Caden Fowler - 04/09 

  Skyler Wanke 

Anniversaries 
 

Jacob Black - 04/22 

  Nancy Barbula 

Jody Peterson - 04/17 

  Trudy Buck 

Marko Little Sun - 04/15 

  Darlene Tafolla Carlson 

Donovan Fogel - 04/18 

  Charlene Fogel 

Jase Henderson - 04/07 

  Sherri Henderson 

Tommye Nicole Leeper - 04/13 

  Marjean Leeper 

Drew Robert Murray - 04/10 

  George & Becky Murray 

Zachariah Stanley Murray - 04/24 

  Lindsay & Sonia Murray 

Aaron J. Schenck - 04/22 

  Arlene Priest 

Scott Harvey Roland - 04/02 

  Sharon Roland 

Troy Jeryl Saylor - 04/18 

  Dave & Beverly Saylor 

Brian Schmutzler - 04/06/17 

  Marian Statler 

Shiloh Jean Theriault - 04/14 

  Bill & Lorna Theriault 

Trevor - 04/18 

  Shelley Tindal 

Fiona Rose Westerman - 04/03 

  Ryan & Shannon Westerman 

Lance Wayne Wilson - 04/15 

  Herman & Renae Wilson 

Daniel Anton Wittmer, Jr - 04/19 

  Daniel & Debra Wittmer 

 

A note from the Editor 
 

 My dear friends, 
Let me first wish you a warm and wonderful spring. It was a long and painful winter, but we made it, and soon the sun will warm 
our hearts once again. I, for one, am looking forward to some dirt therapy in May. 
 I have been caring for my sister’s three children for two years now. We have had many up and downs and more loss than 
any one family should have to bear. But we press on and try to make the best of our unique situation. As you can imagine, 
sometimes life just becomes too busy and there just aren’t enough hours in the day, or days in the week. Sadly, I don’t find the 
time to commit to TCF like I used to. I apologize for missing April’s newsletter. I will do my best to publish monthly, but if I miss 
one, please know that I will combine two months as I did in this issue. In the meantime, let’s keep each other in thought & prayer 
while we walk this journey through grief. I hold you all close to my heart, as I read the names of our children month after month, I 
feel as if I know all of you personally.      Warmest wishes, 



Lovingly Remembered… 
 

Our children, grandchildren and siblings… 
 

May Birthdays 
 

John W. Lindsey - 05/03 

  Doris Baldry 

Tyrel John Berg - 05/22 

  Russell & Kathy Berg 

Tony Lee Costin - 05/07 

  Norm & Janet Costin 

Thomas J. Erkens - 05/21 

  Jim & Carol Erkens 

Justin Daniel Gerber - 05/10 

  Gary & Naomi Gerber 

  Delores Gerber 

Reid Grayson Jr. - 05/05 

  Reid & Edith Grayson 

Dever Jacob Herman - 05/20 

  Bruce & Shirley Herman 

Shae Santamaria 

Lynette Slanes - 5/06 

  Lois Hoagland 

Lorrie Ann Pies - 05/16 

  Ann Hofferber 

Tyler R. Jones - 05/31 

  Del Ray & Len Jones 

Paulette Joy Patrick - 05/28 

  Joyce Lorenz 

Kevin Johnson - 05/28 

  Bea McCade 

Rayleigh McCann - 05/01 

  Richard & Sharon McCann 

John Maldonado - 05/09 

  Lilly Mota 

Deborah Muth Berg - 05/01 

  Maurice & Delores Muth 

Allysa Ann Oyler - 05/02 

  Ross & Sonya Oyler 

Emma Thomas - 05/31 

  Arlene Priest 

Tim Reed - 05/26 

  Charlie & Audrey Reed 

Darcy Ann Roat - 05/15 

  Sharon Roat 

Jason Sanderson - 05/13 

  Cary & Mary Beth Sanderson 

Craig James Sowerwine - 05/19 

  J. F. & Lisa Sowerwine 
Jessica Lee French Stephenson - 05/21 

  Brad, Cheri & Harlie Stephenson 

Michael Shane Johnson - 05/31 

  Joyce Terrel 

Trevor - 05/14 

  Shelley Tindal 
Jonathan Chance Walkslast - 05/05 

  Jolene Walkslast

Anniversaries 
 

Brad James Black - 05/26 

  Jim & La Vaun Black 

Monte Blain - 05/27 

  Marge Blain 

Deborah "Debbie" C. Keller - 05/09 

  Tena & Harlow Christensen 

James Clevenger - 05/15 

  Jim & Debbie Clevenger 

Mary Ryan - 05/19 

  Jim & Debbie Clevenger 

Jason Michael Cucciardi - 05/10 

  Dave & Judy Cucciardi 

Dean William Ballew - 05/23 

  Fern Dillinger 

Randall Brown - 05/08 

  Mary & Dick Fossen 

Tony Haacke - 05/23 

  Terri Haacke 

  Lorie Haacke 

Tyler Reed Jeroma - 05/07 

  Al & Sue Jeroma 

Abigail Hansen - 05/15 

  Joe & Joan Hansen 

  Christine 

Joshua Maurice Davis "Montana 

Black" - 05/03 

  John & Vicki Ingraham 

Sara Bernice Johnston - 05/24 

  Willaim & Wilea Johnston 

Scott "Scooter" Jones - 05/17 

  Janet Jones 

Lisa Kelly - 05/21 

  Nicki Kelly 

Shaun Madden - 05/09 

  Bert & LaVonne Madden 

Darren Michael Mattfield - 05/07 

  Greg & Connie Mattfield 

Kevin Johnson - 05/29 

  Bea McCade 

Dawn Marie Piper - 05/17 

  Donna Meyer 

Clint Stovall - 05/22 

  Laurie Noonkester 

Harlan S. Nordquist - 05/27 

  Patty Nordquist 

  Pam Lowe 

Jared Rodriguez - 05/20 

  Jim & Becki Rodriguez 

Lorri Rhodes - 05/19 

  Lorri Rogers 

Melody Jungles - 05/25 

  Lorri Rogers 

Allen Lee Ruff - 05/18 

  David & Lynnette Ruff 

James Pius Schmalz - 05/01 

  George Schmalz 

Craig James Sowerwine - 05/02 

  J. F. & Lisa Sowerwine 

Sherry L. Loveridge - 05/22 

  Richard Taylor 

Barb Hengelfelt - 05/15 

  Paul & Jean Williams 

We know how important it is for your child’s name to be included on this page. We apologize if we 
miss anyone. We encourage you to notify us if you notice an error or if you would like us to update 
information, especially if your address changes or if we are missing a date. However, if you find it too 
painful and would rather not have your child’s name listed here, please let us know by calling Lorie 
(855-3071) or Erin (256-1569), or by emailing the newsletter editor at Editor@tcfbillings.org.  

Thank you for your patience & understanding 

That their light may always shine….. 



PONDERINGS ALONG THE PATH 
April 

Dear Compassionate Friends:  

 

               Easter has always been one of my favorite 

holidays.  As well as heralding the arrival of spring (finally) 

I have always loved the pageantry and traditional rituals 

associated with Easter.  When I was growing up Easter 

meant a new dress, patent leather shoes and hat.  My 

mother (or should I say the Easter Bunny) took great 

delight in finding new and creative hiding places for our 

Easter baskets. 

               The Easter services at church meant the dark and 

somber season of Lent was exchanged for the brightness 

and celebration of Easter.  It might still be 20 degrees 

outside, but we had to wear our new white shoes and light 

cotton dresses! 

               When my children were born, I delighted in carrying on the traditions (other than the dresses and hats, since I 

had boys).  I took joy in decorating the house, shopping for special Easter gifts and outfits, and surprising my children 

with new hiding places for their Easter baskets.  We attended and participated in the Easter services at church and 

rejoiced in the resurrection of the Lord. 

               After Aaron died, Easter suddenly had a whole different meaning.  The first Easter after he died, I was entering 

into my “angry” phase of grief, and boy, was I mad at God!  I was angry that he allowed my child to die, after all the 

fervent prayers I sent Him, and complete faith I had that Aaron would get a new kidney and get well.  I really did not 

want to hear that when Jesus heard His best friend Lazarus had died, He raised him from the dead.  I wanted to know 

why Aaron had to die and why we didn’t get the miracle we had prayed for.  We had Aaron for such a little time on this 

earth, and he had suffered through so many illnesses and medical procedures.  I wanted Aaron here in my arms, not the 

promise that we would be reunited for all eternity when we died, sometime in the distant future.  I felt cheated and 

betrayed. 

               It took a very long time to come to the “peace that passes all understanding”.  Slowly I came to realize that my 

prayers were answered, in that I prayed Aaron would get happy and healthy and not have to suffer through any more 

needles and hospitals.  I never even thought to pray that he wouldn’t die.  Such a thought was completely unacceptable 

and foreign to me. 

               I came to understand that even with a new kidney Aaron would have had to take medication the rest of his life, 

and suffer through many more blood tests and possibly, more surgeries.  I had to give him back to God.  I wasn’t ready 

and I sure didn’t like it, but I didn’t want Aaron to suffer any more.  His little body was tired and ready to rest. 

               This doesn’t mean I was ready to hear “he’s in a better place”.  I know Aaron is in Heaven with his daddy, “the 

very Best Place”, but we had him here with us for such a little time! 

               One night I had a dream about Aaron.  He was running and playing in a big meadow with a huge smile and 

laughing his little chuckle.  He had not been strong enough or felt well enough to run and play for a very long time, and it 

brought me such comfort!  I must believe God and Aaron were sending me a message that he was indeed now in Heaven, 

and happy and healthy.  He was ok! 

               As we celebrate the resurrection of our Savior and His promise of eternal life, I wish you the comfort of that 

promise and the healing knowledge that our children live.  There is no pain, no suffering, no more sadness in that 

beautiful Place where our loved ones gone before us now live. 

 

     In friendship, 

 

Nadine 



PONDERINGS ALONG THE PATH 
May 

 

Dear Compassionate Friends:  

  It's been said that the only constant in life is change.  Some change 

brings us great joy, such as beginning marriage with the love of your life, 

bringing a child born of that love into the world or adopting a child of your 

heart. 

 Some change is bittersweet, such as seeing those dearly loved children 

graduating, marrying or moving away to begin a new chapter in their own 

lives.  You feel joy at their happiness and excitement, but a grief as well, 

because the chapter of their childhood has ended.  You will never have those 

days of sticky jelly kisses, dandelion bouquets or misspelled Mothers' Day and Father's Day cards back.  You 

now expect to create new memories of your child's wedding, college graduation or the blessing of 

grandchildren. 

 Bereaved families, however, must deal with the cruelest change of all.  We now know that some change is 

abrupt and ends your life forever as you knew it.  Losing our child also meant losing the future memories we 

expected to share with them.  We grieve for the loss of those memories as well as the physical loss of our child. 

 May and June can be especially difficult months for bereaved families to get through.  Mothers' Day, 

Memorial Day, graduations, weddings and Fathers' Day all have special significance for us, and it can be quite 

painful getting through them, especially the first few years.  Having a plan with your family as how you will 

handle the day or celebrate your child's life can make it meaningful and maybe a little less painful.  Some 

families find great comfort in keeping the same family traditions-others like trying new ways of making these 

holidays meaningful.  Some families find it too painful to attend their child's graduation; others find it 

comforting to have their child remembered and honored by their friends and classmates.  Some families are 

placed in the odd situation of attending their child's former spouse's remarriage.  It must be bittersweet to still 

be considered family but realize their child's spouse has now moved on-there's that change again! 

 This year those holidays and celebrations will be especially bittersweet (again), with the loss of the heart 

of our family-my husband and my sons’ dad.  Our plan is to create some new memories together and remember 

happier times with Ken’s friends when we spread his ashes.  Many joyful memories “and fish stories” will be 

shared and celebrated.  It will be hard to get through those days, but we will be together and be able to be there 

for each other.  I am so happy that Ken and Aaron can be together in Heaven, but we miss them so!  

 I hope that in the midst of change you are able to take a deep breath, find the quiet, still place inside you 

and replay the comforting memories of happier times.  You may cry at first.  You may cry a lot at first, but I 

promise it hurts less as time goes on.  You will heal, you will hurt less.  You will remember the happier times 

more than the pain.  You will smile again.  You will take joy from life again.  This is my wish for you; that 

time brings healing and comfort to your broken heart.  Remember the love of your child and the joy their life 

brought you.  Death cannot break the bond of love-it is timeless, all-powerful and crosses all boundaries.  

Death has no power over love. 

                                                                                               In friendship, 

 

Nadine 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS 
 

Newsletter Dedication: 
Mary Mattheis has signed up for the June newsletter dedication. If 
anyone would like to dedicate please send your dedication 
information, as well as, the $30 donation to: Billings TCF, P.O. Box 
50395, Billings, MT 59105 or you can email it to the newsletter 
editor at: tcfbillings.org.  Please have all information submitted by 
the 15th of May.  Thank you for your continued support in the 
Billings TCF chapter.  

 
Treats: 
Mary Fossen has signed up to bring treats to the May 13th meeting. 
If anyone else would like to bring treats in honor of your loved one, 
please feel free to do so. We appreciate your willingness to help! 

 
Steering Committee Openings: 
Our chapter has a few positions open on our steering committee. 
Help is needed to sustain the Billings Chapter. A few hours a week is 
all that is needed to make a difference.  These positions help keep 
our chapter newsletter & monthly meetings fresh & inviting and 
hopefully helpful to those who find the courage to attend, especially 
if it is their first meeting and for those who look forward to our 
newsletter.  

 

Open Positions: 
 

• Co-Newsletter Editor 

• Activities Coordinator 
 

If you think you might be interested in volunteering or  
would like more information about a position,  
please contact Lorie @ 855-3071. 

 

Look for TCF on Facebook!  

  PHONE FRIENDS  .  

If you are having that kind of day when you’d really like to talk to  
someone who cares, please give any of the people listed below a call.   

Their names are on the list for YOU! 
 

Arlene Priest  252-3013   21-year old son – Illness 

Erin Koepp  256-1569  16-mo. old daughter - Heart Defect 

Terri Haacke   855-9377     15-year old son – Suicide 

Lorie Haacke  855-3071     32-year old son – Special Needs 

      Sibling loss – Suicide/Auto Accident 

Virginia O’Neill   652-0895   20-year old son – Auto Accident 

Joan Meyer Nye 322-8587   19-year old son – Suicide 

Joe Reierson  256-8174  23-year old son – Suicide 

Mary Mattheis  248-6825  44- year old daughter - Cancer 

THE BILLINGS TCF STEERING COMMITTEE 
 

Chapter Co leaders   Erin Koepp   256-1569 
     Lorie Haacke  855-3071 
Chapter Advisor   Arlene Priest  252-3013 
Treasurer    Erin Koepp   256-1569 
Newsletter Editor  Lorie Haacke  855-3071 
Co Newsletter Editor   
Activities Coordinator    
First Contact   Shannon Westerman  
First Contact   Carol Keenan 
Librarian     Carol Newman 
Outreach    Peggy Mills  930-2296 
Men’s Support   Pat Mills   930-2296 

2019 Meeting Dates 
 

Monday, January 14, - 7:00 p.m. 
You survived the holidays 

 

Monday, February 11, - 7:00 p.m. 
Hearts full of love 

 

Monday, March 11, 7:00 p.m. 
“Mindful Meditation” 

 

Monday, April 8, - 7:00 p.m. 
Is it spring yet? 

 

Monday, May 13, - 7:00 p.m. 
Mother’s Day 

 

Monday, June 10, - 7:00 p.m. 
Father’s Day  

 

Monday, July 8, - 6:00 p.m. 
Annual Potluck Picnic & Balloon Launch 

**Rose Park** 
 

Monday, August 12, - 7:00 p.m. 
Back to School Blues 

 

Monday, September 9, - 7:00 p.m. 
TBA 

 

Monday, October 14, - 7:00 p.m. 
TBA 

 

Monday, November 11, - 7:00 p.m. 
Upcoming Holidays 

 

Monday, December 9, - 6:00 p.m. 
Annual Memorial Service at 
American Lutheran Church 

 

All meetings are held at Billings Clinic, *Room E* in the Mary 
Alice Fortin Center next to the cafeteria, unless otherwise 

noted. For more information please call any of the numbers 
listed on this page. 

 

You need not walk alone, we are The Compassionate 
Friends. 
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Help Us Maintain Our Mailing List  

   Please add this name to your mailing list 

   Please remove my name from your mailing list 

   My address has changed 

 

Parent’s name_____________________________________ Phone_________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________ State______ Zip_____________ 

Child’s name__________________________________ 

Birth date________________ Date of death________________________ 

 

  I’d like to donate to the “Rose Park Sanctuary.” 

  I’d like to give a “Love Gift.” 

I’m enclosing $_________, in memory of ___________________________________ 

If this is the first newsletter you 
have received, it is because 
someone who cares about you has 
asked us to send you a copy in 
hopes this may offer some comfort 
to you in your recent loss. 


