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Ve’ho’tse 
 

There will always be a sacred place in 
the heart for the memory of a loved one we 
miss. Jonathan you are loved and 
remembered. 
 

Mom 
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This	newsletter	is	dedicated	to	the	following	children	with	love: 
� Jonathan Chance Walkslast  � 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

Monday, December 10th, at 6:30 PM 
American Lutheran Church, 5 Lewis Ave. 

 

This service takes the place of our regularly  
scheduled meeting at the Billings Clinic.   

P.O. Box 50395 ®  Billings, MT 59105 
Website: www.tcfbillings.org 

The Compassionate Friends is a mutual assistance, self-help organization offering friendship, understanding and hope to 
bereaved families.  The primary purpose is to assist them in positive resolution of the grief experienced upon the death of a child 
and to support their efforts to achieve physical and emotional health.  The secondary purpose is to provide information and to 
educate about bereaved families.  The objective is to help those in their community, including family, friends, employers, and 

 co-workers to be supportive. 

PROGRAM 
 

Annual Memorial Service 
& 

Candle Lighting 
 

Followed by a Fellowship Potluck 

December	2018	

American Lutheran Church 
Memorial Service & Candle Lighting 

 

Monday,	December	10th	-	6:30	p.m.	
American	Lutheran	Church	–	5	Lewis	Ave.	

	

	 All	family	&	friends	are	invited	to	join	us	for	a	special	

evening	that	includes	a	holiday	service	&	candle	lighting	

ceremony	starting	at	7:00	p.m.	sharp.	(Due	to	fire	codes,	

only	one	candle	per	family	for	each	child	who	has	died	will	

be	allowed	and	must	be	held	by	an	adult.	Candles	are	

provided	by	TCF.)	

	 Please	come	early	to	write	a	special	message	to	your	

child	or	sibling.	The	message	will	be	read	aloud	during	the	

candle	lighting	service.	Writing	your	message	in	advance	is	

encouraged,	however,	your	written	message	must	be	no	
larger	than	a	3x5	index	card.	
	 A	potluck	fellowship,	including	a	special	raffle,	will	

follow	-	please	bring	a	food	item	to	share.		We	also	ask	

that	each	family	bring	an	unwrapped	gift	to	be	donated	to	

Family	Services	in	memory	of	your	loved	one.		

	

We	hope	you	will	join	us.	



 
 
December 

2018 

 
	

I will Light Candles this Christmas  
 

I	will	light	Candles	this	Christmas;		

Candles	of	joy	despite	all	sadness,		

Candles	of	hope	where	despair	keeps	

watch,		

Candles	of	courage	for	fears	ever	

present,	

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,  
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,  
Candles of love to inspire all my living,  
Candles that will burn all the year long. 

by	Howard	Thurman	

	

 
ANNUAL WORLD-WIDE CANDLE LIGHTING 

SPONSORED BY  
THE BILLINGS GAZETTE 

 

The Billings Gazette is once again supporting Billings TCF for our 22nd annual World-Wide Candle Lighting memorial page.  By 
purchasing a memorial in honor of your child, grandchild or sibling, you can be a part of this wonderful tribute.  The cost is $31.95, but $10.00 
from every memorial goes back to the Billings TCF chapter.  Your child’s picture & a short message will be printed in a 1x3” ad in the Gazette 
on Dec. 9th.  Just send a wallet sized photo with your name, address and “TCF” printed on the back to: 

BILLINGS GAZETTE CLASSIFIED DEPT. 
401 N. Broadway, Billings, MT 59101 
Attn.: World Wide Candle Lighting. 

 Include your child’s first & last names, birth & death dates and a brief message. Photos with lighter backgrounds work best.  Please have 
your information to the Billings. Gazette by Dec. 4th. 

The ads will run on Sunday, December 9th. 
Thank you so very much for your continued support!! 

MARY'S	TEARS	
	

Strains	of	Christmas	carols	
Echo	in	the	still	of	night	

As	frosty	air	numbs	my	outward	senses.	
I	stand	transfixed	before	illuminated	figures	

Of	the	Nativity.	
I	have	stood	here	before	

But	I	have	not	seen	
These	small	crystals,	like	diamonds	

Shimmering	in	the	eyes	
Of	Mary.	

And	I	have	not	felt	until	this	year,	
Mary's	tears.	

Before	now	I	did	not	understand	
That	Mary	knew	

What	was	to	come.	
She	has	felt	this	pain	that	lies	
So	heavily	upon	my	heart.	
That	thought	touches	me	

Deep	inside	
And	lessens	my	burden.	

For	I	know	she	has	
Also	felt	the	joy	

That	I	can	only	look	forward	to.	
Such	sweet	joy.	

When	flesh	and	spirit	reunite	
And	my	own	dear	child	can	gently	

Brush	away	
My	Tears.	

	

Karen	Nelson,	

Box	Elder	County	Chapter,	UT	

lifted	from	FRIENDS	CARING	&	SHARING	

	

								 	

Merry Christmas, Little 
One 

 

J ingle bells are ringing  
across the town tonight.   

Everywhere the children are singing,   
Their faces are merry and bright.   

I t  is always a sweet occasion,  
Yet this year I  feel so sad and blue  

Just a short while ago  
I  had to say good-bye to you.  

My precious child  
I  can't  help but wish you were here with 

me  
An ornament with your name engraved  

hangs proudly on our tree  
I  always imagined our first Christmas 

together,   
We'd tell  you of Jesus and his birth.   

God sent His one and only Son,  
the greatest gift  to earth.   

Even though my heart is broken,   
I  know there is reason to celebrate.  

My child you are with Jesus now.  
Everyday there is Christmas joy for you  

within Heaven's gate.   
So Merry Christmas, l i t t le one.  

I 'm most grateful you were given to me,  
i f  only for a while.   

I  know every Christmas from now on  
I  will  remember you.  

I ' l l  thank God for you and smile.  
 

By Jana Spigener  



	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
	

	

 
 
 

 “Love Gifts” are a beautiful expression of our deep & never-ending love for our children. “Love Gifts” 
help us to reach out to bereaved families, friends, & co-workers in various ways- books, DVDs, videos, 
borchures, and this newsletter.  These gifts are deeply appreciated. If you would like to send a “Love Gift,” 
please mail it to: The Compassionate Friends, P.O. Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105.  Please include who your 
“Love Gift” is in memory of.   

 

Remember, your gift is also tax deductible! 
 

With much gratitude, we thank the following for their “Love Gifts.” 
 

Lee & Susan Lane, in memory of their son, Calvin Lane 
Madden Family, in memory of their daughter, Christy Madden Olness’s anniversary 12/13 

Julie, Brad, Mike, Mom& Dad, in memory of, Deborah Vantine Westra 
Jeanette Koch, in memory of son, Kert Dolechek 

Gladys Besel, in memory of daughter, Kathy Sarrazin, anniversary 12/25 
Glady Besel, in memory of daughter, Shirley Sept’s, anniversary 12/24 

Karen & Earl Stene, in memory of daughter, Renee Stene’s birthday 12/19 
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The Rose Park Sanctuary Fund 
 

The sanctuary in Rose Park has become such a meaningful and special place to our members that we want to 
ensure that it is well maintained for years to come. In an effort to preserve and financially support any future 

additions to our beloved sanctuary we designate these donations to the “Rose Park Sanctuary Fund.” 
The following donations were recently made: 

 
In honor of:       With love from: 

 
Lonnie K. Hauge’s Nov. 20th birthday         Mom, Carol Hauge 
Calvin Lane            Parents, Lee & Susan Lane 

 
With much gratitude, we thank you all for your contributions. 

Remember, your gift is tax deductible! 

 

																													“A	Living	Memorial”	
	

	 We	all	wish	for	our	child’s	life	and	love	to	be	remembered	forever!	We	have	the	opportunity	

to	purchase	a	tree	for	our	child,	to	be	placed	in	a	Billings	Park	of	your	choice.	If	you	are	interested	

contact:	Billings	Park	&	Recreation	@	406-237-6227	or	email:	bichaf@ci.billings.mt.us,	or	stop	by	

at	390	N.	23
rd
	St.	in	Billings,	Mt.	I’m	sure	most	of	us	would	choose	Rose	Park!	Troy’s	mom	planted	

a	tree	near	“our	Sanctuary,”	and	placed	a	plaque	with	a	very	special	message.	If	you	ever	get	the	

chance,	we	encourage	you	to	check	it	out.	

	

	

FALL	CAMPAIGNS	2018	
Hopefully	you	all	are	aware	that	your	Compassionate	Friends	Chapter	is	a	non-profit	organization	that	operates	solely	on	donations,	

and	that	there	are	no	paid	positions,	only	volunteers.		In	mid-September	the	local	“United	Way	Campaign”	(UW)	and	the	“State	
Employees’	Charitable	Giving	Campaign”	(SECGC)	began.		With	these	campaigns	through	your	employers,	you	will	be	able	to	donate	to	

our	TCF	chapter.		We	realize	that	there	are	many	worthwhile	organizations	to	donate	your	money	to,	but	we	ask	that	you	consider	TCF	

this	year.		In	the	United	Way	Campaign,	you	will	have	to	write	in	“Compassionate	Friends	of	Billings	MT”	on	your	pledge	card.	We	only	

receive	donations	from	UW	that	are	specifically	directed	to	our	chapter.		In	the	“SECGC”	our	organizations	code	is	5152	so	you	can	
write	that	number	on	your	pledge	card	along	with	“Compassionate	Friends	of	Billings	MT”.		We	appreciate	your	consideration,	but	

most	of	all	hope	that	you	will	please	give	to	these	campaigns!		Pass	the	word	to	family	and	friends	too!	



STATE	EMPLOYEES	
CHARITABLE	GIVING	CAMPAIGN	

	

When	giving	to	this	campaign,	the	

designation	of	your	pledge	to	

Compassionate	Friends	helps	us	in	so	

many	ways.	We	are	so	very	grateful	and	

thank	you	so	very	much!!!	

Just for 
Siblings… 

 
Merry Christmas To My Sisters 

© Sherril Scott 
 

Published: March 2012 
 

I am with you every day though you 
cannot see. I wonder do you notice me? 

I am... 
The warmth of the sun upon your face, 
The gentle breeze that ruffles your hair,  

The soft flit of a dragonfly's wings,  
The gentle beauty of a butterfly in flight, 
The softness of flower petals kissed by 

morning dew, 
The song of the birds in the trees, 

The lazy flight of a bumblebee, 
The soft mist of an April shower, 

The beauty of a rainbow at the end of a 
storm, 

The soothing sound of water in a brook, 
The glitter of moonlight on new fallen 

snow, 
The beauty of the sunrise on the 

mountains, 
The warmth you feel as you watch 

puppies play,  
The love of your children to make you 

day, 
A am the soft kiss of a gentle breeze 

upon your cheek. 
I send you these things so that I can 

be... 
With you every day - though you cannot 

see. 
 

~ Believe ~ 
~ Kellie ~ 

 
Source: 

https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poe
m/poem-grieving-sisters-merry-

christmas-my-sisters 
 

 

Steering	Committee	Openings	
	

	 Currently,	our	chapter	has	several	positions	

open	on	our	steering	committee.	Much	of	what	we	

do	is	reaching	out	to	recently	bereaved	parents.	It’s	

a	very	important	part	of	the	mission	of	the	

Compassionate	Friends.	These	positions	help	keep	

our	chapter	&	monthly	meetings	fresh,	inviting	and	

hopefully	helpful	to	those	who	find	the	courage	to	

attend,	especially	if	it	is	their	first	meeting.		

Current	Positions	needing	to	be	filled	include:		
• First	Contact		

• Co-Newsletter	Editor	

• Activities	Coordinator	

	

If	you	think	you	might	be	interested	in	

volunteering	or	would	like	more	information	

about	a	position,	please	contact	Lorie	@	855-

3071	or	Erin	@	256-1569.	Help	is	urgently	

needed	to	sustain	the	Billings	Chapter.	A	few	

hours	a	week	is	all	that	is	needed	to	make	a	

difference.	
	

We	thank	you	for	your	consideration.	

UNITED	WAY	CAMPAIGN	
	

	 Thank	you	so	very	much	for	

designating	the	COMPASSIONATE	

FRIENDS	as	the	recipient	of	your	pledge	

to	United	Way.	We	are	most	grateful	for	

your	support.	

Toward the Gates of Heaven  
 

Toward the gates of heaven 
until I see the light 

Along a path of gold I walk 
It is such a beautiful sight 

 
In front of me are two shadows 

For whom could they be 
Within my heart I know 

it is my family waiting for me 
 

Over to my brother I run 
Next to my mother I stand 

For I have been waiting for this moment 
to hold each of their hands 

 
From my eyes come tears 
Since I know I cannot stay 

for my father and sister need me 
but I will return someday 

 
by Karen Hailstones 

 

 

 
Death of a Brother or Sister Can 

Shorten the Lives of Surviving Siblings 
 

 Grieving for the loss of a loved one 
is a time often characterized by extreme 
stress. In adults, the impact of grief on the 
body has been studied broadly and has 
been linked to heart problems and other 
adverse health effects. But much less is 
known about the impact of grief on 
children. 
 Now researchers at Aarhus 
University Hospital in Denmark have found 
that the death of a brother or sister in 
childhood is often associated with an 
increased risk of mortality in the short and 
long term for surviving siblings. 
 Published in Jama Pediatrics, the 
work is the first of its kind to focus on the 
effects of sibling death in childhood on 
bereaved siblings with a long-term follow-
up time. 
 “It is estimated that nearly 8 percent 
of individuals could experience a sibling 
death in childhood, but much less is 
known about its health consequences,” 
Yongfu Yu, PhD, a research assistant at 
Aarhus University who led the study, told 
Healthline. 
 “Sibling relationships tend to be the 
longest and the most intimate in a family,” 
Yu added, “thus the death of a sibling can 
be a devastating life event, especially 
when this event happens at early ages.” 
 What the long-term study revealed: 
Yu and his co-authors conducted a 
population-based study of more than 5 
million children in Sweden and Denmark 
who survived the first six months of life. Of 
that group 55,818 children (about 1 
percent) experienced the death of a sibling 
in childhood. 
 In a 37-year follow up period, 537 of 
the individuals in the bereaved group died. 
The researchers found that compared with 
the children who did not experience the 
death of a sibling, those in the bereaved 
group had a 71 percent increased risk of 
death from all causes. 
 Siblings of the same sex and close 
age tend to have more frequent 
interactions and experience greater 
feelings of warmth and closeness. At the 
same time, perceived conflict is expected 
to be great in siblings of the same sex or a 
close age, which might lead to the guilt of 
the surviving siblings about the death of 
their sibling,” Yu told Healthline.  
 

May 8, 2017 



 
Lovingly Remembered… 

 

Our children, grandchildren and siblings… 
 

Birthdays 
 

Duke Bly - 12/15 
  Donna Bly 
Kim R. Kronmiller - 12/25 
  Erma Cochran 
Timothy Miles "Tim" Hines - 12/03 
  Tom & Sandy Hines 
Kurt Matthew Kautz - 12/07 
  Daniel & Susan Kautz 
Jocelynn Joy - 12/06 
  Kashmire Kieling 
Kara Lee Schwend - 12/05 
  Robert & Nadine Koyama 
Tyler Scott Kuykendall - 12/06 
  Randy & Roxanne Kuykendall 

Christian Mark Sorenson - 12/02 
  Marvel Long 
Daniel "Dan" Manni - 12/20 
  Maxine Manni 
Brian Dean Markuson - 12/08 
  Roy & Cheryl Markuson 
Thomas Peace - 12/08 
  Terry & Judy May 
Deanna Fay Dorrance - 12/26 
  Mina McMullin  
Weston John Mehling - 12/3 
  Johnny Lee & Beth Mehling 
  Sister Nichole 
Elizabeth Rogers - 12/20 
  Richard Rogers 

John Clayton Schoaff - 12/07 
  Rhea Schoaff 
Kyle David Beeler (Strand) - 12/30 
  Sherry Shandy 
Renee Lynn Stene - 12/19 
  Earl & Karen Stene 
Randy Ray Stimpson - 12/04 
  Evan & Mae Stimpson 
Sa'Rayna S. Stops Bird in Ground - 12/17 
  Johnny Stops 
Robert "Bob" Loveridge - 12/02 
  Richard Taylor 
Fiona Rose Westerman - 12/26 
  Ryan & Shannon Westerman 

 
Anniversaries 

 
Matthew Jon McGuinness - 12/18 
  Leslie Austin 
Tyrel John Berg - 12/03 
  Russell & Kathy Berg 
Kathy Sarrazin - 12/25 
  Gladys Besel 
Eddy Wayne Buchfink - 12/05 
  Arlene Buchfink 
Bobby Budell - 12/30 
  Jess & Brandi Budell 
Scott Allan Walker - 12/12 
  Carol Clark 
Michael Kinross-Wright - 12/11 
  Paula Curtin 
Devon Douthit - 12/09 
  Burt & Donna Douthit 
Nicholas "Nick" James Gratwohl - 
12/10 
  Hal & Cindi Gratwohl 
Darlyn Novell Blue - 12/21 
  Ellen Grauberger 
Reid Grayson Jr. - 12/28 
  Reid & Edith Grayson 

Chad D. Hickel - 12/20 
  Richared & Marjorie Hickel 
Ignatius Dae rie Lovato Jefferson - 12/25 
  Jolynn Lovato & William Jefferson 
Jocelynn Joy - 12/30 
  Kashmire Kieling 
Kara Lee Schwend - 12/10 
  Robert & Nadine Koyama 
Christy Madden - 12/13 
  Bert & LaVonne Madden 
Brian Dean Markuson - 12/? 
  Roy & Cheryl Markuson 
Charles Samuel (Sam) Miller - 12/07 
  Bonnie Miller 
Deborah Muth Berg - 12/02 
  Maurice & Delores Muth 
Ronnie Anderson - 12/25 
  Jackie Niederkofler 
Tori - 12/31 
  Vickie Norskog 
Nanci Lynn Olson - 12/? 
  Leo & Bonnie Olson 

Steven Scott Peil - 12/15 
  Peil Peil 
Jennie Smelker - 12/08 
  Mike & Dona Penfold 
Elvera McLaughlin - 12/12 
  Arlene Priest 
Scott Johnson - 12/25 
  Joyce Saunders 
John Clayton Schoaff - 12/19 
  Rhea Schoaff 
TJ Schreiner - 12/20 
  Kim Shanks 
Patrick Smith - 12/11 
  Carol Smith 
Jessica Lee French Stephenson - 12/21 
  Brad, Cheri & Harlie Stephenson 
Laurie Jeanne Huffman - 12/28 
  Mel & Fern Strauch 
Brittany Marie Whit - 12/25 
  Shery White 
Jonathan Chance Walkslast - 12/19 
  Jolene Walkslast 
Caden Fowler - 12/03 
Skyler Wanke 

That their light may always shine….. 

We know how important it is for your child’s name to be included on this page. We apologize if we miss anyone. 
  We encourage you to notify us if you notice an error or if you would like us to update information, especially if your  
address changes or if we are missing a date.  However, if you find it too painful and would rather not have your child’s  
name listed here, please let us know by calling Lorie (855-3071) or Erin (256-1569), or by emailing the newsletter editor  
at Editor@tcfbillings.org. 

 

Thank you for your patience & understanding. 

	

	
	



 

PONDERINGS ALONG THE PATH 

By Nadine Boyd 
	

	

Dear	Compassionate	Friends: 
	 My	family	and	I	thank	you	so	much	for	your	prayers,	cards,	memorials	

and	outpouring	of	love	in	the	recent	loss	of	our	husband	and	dad,	Ken.		

Although	Ken	had	some	health	issues,	his	passing	was	very	unexpected	and	a	

great	shock.		We	are	doing	the	best	we	can	to	go	on,	but	his	loss	is	a	huge	

one	for	our	family	and	his	many	friends.	 
	 So-here	we	are	again	at	the	beginning	of	the	grieving	process.	Again,	

there	is	shock	and	disbelief,	a	sort	of	numbness	and	detachment	and	feelings	

of	being	overwhelmed	and	inability	to	make	decisions.		This	numbness	and	

detachment	is	kind	of	a	blessing.		I’m	just	not	ready	to	face	the	fact	he	is	

gone.		I	find	myself	thinking	“I	need	to	tell	Ken….,”	or	“I	need	to	text	Ken…”,	

“I	can’t	wait	to	tell	Ken	what	happened	today….”	and	then	I	realize	I	can’t.		It	is	a	very	lonely	feeling.	I	was	very	blessed	to	

share	my	life	and	love	with	such	a	good	man	for	such	a	long	time	(we	recently	celebrated	our	35
th
	wedding	anniversary),	but	I	

wasn’t	ready	to	give	him	back	to	God. 
	 One	of	the	things	that	struck	me	that	hasn’t	changed	is	that	often,	grieving	people	end	up	comforting	everyone	else,	

and	taking	care	of	their	needs.		Most	of	the	time	it’s	not	a	bad	thing,	but	it	can	be	emotionally	exhausting.		I	understand	that	

people	need	to	tell	me	their	stories	to	help	them	heal.		They	need	to	tell	me	how	much	Ken	meant	to	them,	and	how	he	

made	such	a	difference	in	their	lives.		I	understand-his	kindness,	generosity	and	passion	for	his	work	were	some	of	the	

characteristics	I	loved	the	most	about	him,	and	some	of	the	things	I	will	miss	the	most.		But	some	days	I	just	don’t	have	the	

strength	to	answer	another	phone	call	or	answer	the	door.		I	cannot	even	tell	you	how	difficult	it	is	to	have	to	fill	out	forms	

stating	you	are	now	“single”	or	“widowed”	after	being	part	of	a	couple	for	forty	years.		It	brought	back	so	many	painful	

memories	when	I	had	to	close	out	Aaron’s	college	savings	account. 
	 Again,	I	find	myself	grieving	for	the	future	memories	we	will	not	have	as	a	family.		We	were	so	blessed	to	be	able	to	

attend	our	son	Luke’s	wedding	to	his	beautiful	Kate	just	three	days	before	Ken	passed,	and	share	those	joyful	times	with	our	

children,	family	and	friends.		But	now	I	realize	Ken	won’t	be	there	with	us	to	watch	his	sons	graduate	from	college,	see	our	

youngest	son	marry,	and	any	future	grandchildren	we	may	have	will	never	know	him	as	their	grandfather.		Ken	was	truly	the	

compass	and	heart	of	our	family,	and	we	feel	unable	to	navigate	without	him. 
	 Ken	loved	to	cook	and	entertain.		He	loved	“gadgets”	and	learning	to	cook	with	them.		The	holidays	will	never	be	the	

same	without	him	sampling	my	cornbread	dressing	or	sweet	potato	pie	or	finding	a	new	recipe	he	wanted	to	try	out	on	the	

family.		He	loved	to	research	items	he	was	thinking	about	buying	and	trying	to	figure	out	the	best	“deal”-shopping	will	never	

be	the	same	without	his	input. 
	 Figuring	out	the	holidays	this	year	will	take	some	thought,	prayer	and	more	than	a	little	heartache.		Our	sons	have	

expressed	they	want	to	be	together	as	a	family,	and	I	think	it	will	be	helpful	for	us	to	be	able	to	support	each	other.		Maybe	

there	will	be	some	happy	memory	sharing	and	smiles,	very	likely	some	tears,	maybe	some	new	traditions,	but	there	will	be	

great	love.		There	will	be	another	empty	chair,	but	there	will	be	great	love. 
	 If	you	are	newly	bereaved	or	even	a	little	further	down	the	path	of	healing,	try	to	figure	out	how	you	plan	to	get	through	

the	holidays.		Do	you	want	to	stay	with	your	family	traditions	because	they	bring	you	comfort,	do	you	want	to	just	skip	any	

family	traditions	because	you	are	emotionally	too	fragile,	or	do	you	want	to	create	new	traditions? 
	 Grief	over	losing	a	child	can	drive	many	couples	apart,	and	one	of	the	things	I	truly	appreciated	about	Ken	is	that	he	

always	supported	my	involvement	with	Compassionate	Friends	to	help	me	heal	from	the	loss	of	our	son.		He	grieved	in	a	

different	manner;	more	privately	and	usually	with	a	trusted	friend,	but	he	understood	I	needed	the	support	of	the	group,	and	

he	was	incredibly	proud	of	my	courage	and	gift	to	reach	out	to	others	through	this	column.		Try	to	remember	that	everyone	

grieves	differently	and	at	a	different	pace-be	supportive	and	respectful	to	each	other’s	grief	needs. 
	 Our	family’s	biggest	comfort	is	knowing	that	Aaron	was	there	to	meet	his	dad	in	the	Light.		They	were	together	to	

celebrate	Aaron’s	birthday	this	year	and	will	be	together	to	celebrate	the	birth	of	Jesus	in	Heaven.	 
	 I	wish	you	the	comfort	of	happy	memories	of	your	loved	ones	gone	on	before	us,	the	comfort	of	family	and	Friends	who	

understand,	and	the	peace	of	God’s	eternal	love	and	the	promise	of	eternal	life. 
 

In	friendship,	

Nadine 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

 

 
 

 

REMINDERS	
	

Saturday,	December	8th	–	Holiday	Luncheon	
12:00	p.m.	–	Rib	&	Chop	

Please	bring	a	$10	exchange	gift!	

	

Sunday,	December	9th	–	Worldwide	Candle	Lighting	

6:30	p.m.	–	Rose	Park	

Weather	Permitting!!	
	

Monday,	December	10th	–	6:30	p.m.	
Annual	Memorial	Service	&	Candle	Lighting	

Followed	by	Potluck	&	Raffle	

American	Lutheran	Church,	5	Lewis	Ave.	

	

	
Newsletter	Dedication:		
Ron	Stanford	has	signed	up	for	the	January	newsletter	dedication.	If	
anyone	else	would	like	to	dedicate	please	send	your	dedication	

information,	as	well	as,	the	$30	donation	to:	Billings	TCF,	P.O.	Box	
50395,	Billings,	MT	59105	or	can	email	it	to	the	newsletter	editor	at:	

tcfbillings.org.		Please	have	all	information	submitted	by	the	15th	of	
December.		We	thank	you	for	your	continued	support	in	the	Billings	

TCF	newsletter.		
	

Treats:	
Shannon	Westerman	signed	up	to	bring	treats	to	the	January	meeting.	

If	anyone	else	would	like	to	bring	treats	in	honor	of	your	loved	one,	

please	feel	free	to	do	so.	We	appreciate	your	willingness	to	help!	

Look for TCF on Facebook! 	
 

( 		PHONE	FRIENDS		( . 	
If	you	are	having	that	kind	of	day	when	you’d	really	like	to	talk	to		
someone	who	cares,	please	give	any	of	the	people	listed	below	a	call.			

Their	names	are	on	the	list	for	YOU!	
	
Arlene	Priest	 	 252-3013	 	 	 21-year	old	son	–	Illness	

Erin	Koepp	 	 256-1569	 	 16-mo.	old	daughter	-	Heart	Defect	

Terri	Haacke		 	 855-9377					 15-year	old	son	–	Suicide	

Lorie	Haacke	 	 855-3071					 32-year	old	son	–	Special	Needs	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Sibling	loss	–	Suicide/Auto	Accident	

Virginia	O’Neill			 652-0895			 20-year	old	son	–	Auto	Accident	

Joan	Meyer	Nye	 322-8587			 19-year	old	son	–	Suicide	

Joe	Reierson	 	 256-8174	 	 23-year	old	son	–	Suicide	

Mary	Mattheis	 	 248-6825	 	 44-	year	old	daughter	-	Cancer	

THE	BILLINGS	TCF	STEERING	COMMITTEE	
	

Chapter	Co	leaders		 	 Erin	Koepp		 	 256-1569	

	 	 	 	 	 Lorie	Haacke	 	 855-3071	

Chapter	Advisor		 	 Arlene	Priest	 	 252-3013	

Treasurer	 	 	 	 Erin	Koepp		 	 256-1569	

Newsletter	Editor	 	 Lorie	Haacke	 	 855-3071	

Activities	Coordinator			 	

First	Contact		 	 	 	

Librarian		 	 	 	 	

Outreach	 	 	 	 Peggy	Mills	 	 930-2296	

Men’s	Support	 	 	 Pat	Mills	 	 	 930-2296	

2019	Meeting	Dates	
	

Monday,	January	14,	-	7:00	p.m.	
You	survived	the	holidays	

	

Monday,	February	11,	-	7:00	p.m.	
Hearts	full	of	love	

	

Monday,	March	11,	7:00	p.m.	
Is	it	spring	yet?	

	

Monday,	April	8,	-	7:00	p.m.	
TBA	

	

Monday,	May	13,	-	7:00	p.m.	
Mother’s	Day	

	

Monday,	June	10,	-	7:00	p.m.	
Father’s	Day		

	

Monday,	July	8,	-	6:00	p.m.	
Annual	Potluck	Picnic	&	Balloon	Launch	

**Rose	Park**	
	

Monday,	August	12,	-	7:00	p.m.	
Back	to	School	Blues	

	

Monday,	September	9,	-	7:00	p.m.	
TBA	

	

Monday,	October	14,	-	7:00	p.m.	
TBA	

	

Monday,	November	11,	-	7:00	p.m.	
Upcoming	Holidays	

	

Monday,	December	9,	-	6:00	p.m.	
Annual	Memorial	Service	at	

American	Lutheran	Church	

	

All	meetings	are	held	at	Billings	Clinic,	*Room	E*	in	the	Mary	Alice	
Fortin	Center	next	to	the	cafeteria,	unless	otherwise	noted.	For	more	
information	please	call	any	of	the	numbers	listed	on	this	page.		

You	need	not	walk	alone,	we	are	The	Compassionate	Friends.	



 

	

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Help	Us	Maintain	Our	Mailing	List		
£		 	 Please	add	this	name	to	your	mailing	list	

£		 	 Please	remove	my	name	from	your	mailing	list	

£		 	 My	address	has	changed	

	

Parent’s	name_____________________________________	Phone_________________	

Address___________________________________________________	

City_________________________________	State______	Zip_____________	

Child’s	name__________________________________	

Birth	date________________	Date	of	death________________________	

	

£		 I’d	like	to	donate	to	the	“Rose	Park	Sanctuary.”	

£		 I’d	like	to	give	a	“Love	Gift.”	

I’m	enclosing	$_________,	in	memory	of	___________________________________	

If	 this	 is	 the	 first	 newsletter	 you	
have	 received,	 it	 is	 because	
someone	who	cares	about	you	has	
asked	 us	 to	 send	 you	 a	 copy	 in	
hopes	this	may	offer	some	comfort	
to	you	in	your	recent	loss.	


