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� This	newsletter	is	dedicated	to	all	children	with	love.	� 
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NEXT MEETING 
 

Monday, December 14th, at 6:30 PM 
American Lutheran Church, 5 Lewis Ave. 

 

This service takes the place of our regularly  
scheduled meeting at The Billings Clinic.   

 
 

National Office ® P.O. Box 3696 ® Oak Brook, IL 60522-3696® Toll Free (877) 969-0010 
Website: www.compassionatefriends.org ® Email address: nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org 

P.O. Box 50395 ®  Billings, MT 59105 
Website: www.tcfbillings.org 
Regional Coordinator: Arlene Priest – (406) 252-3013 

The Compassionate Friends is a mutual assistance, self-help organization offering friendship, understanding and hope to 
bereaved families.  The primary purpose is to assist them in positive resolution of the grief experienced upon the death of a child 
and to support their efforts to achieve physical and emotional health.  The secondary purpose is to provide information and to 
educate about bereaved families.  The objective is to help those in their community, including family, friends, employers, and co-
workers to be supportive. 

PROGRAM 
	

Annual	Memorial	Service		
&	

Candle	Lighting	
	

Followed	by	a	Fellowship	Potluck	
	

December	2015	

 

ANNUAL WORLD WIDE CANDLE LIGHTING 
SPONSORED by the BILLINGS GAZETTE 

 
 This is your last chance to support TCF in the 19th annual World Wide Candle Lighting memorial page.  Your 
support is urgently needed to continue this heartwarming tribute.  You can be a part of this wonderful tribute by 
purchasing a memorial in honor of your child, grandchild or sibling.  The cost is $31.95, but $10.00 from every 
memorial goes back to the Billings TCF chapter.  Your child’s picture & a short message will be printed in a 1x3” ad in 
the Gazette on Dec. 13th. 
To participate send a wallet sized photo with your name, 
address and “TCF” printed on the back to: 

 

   BILLINGS GAZETTE CLASSIFIED DEPT. 
   401 N. Broadway, Billings, MT 59101 
   Attn.: World Wide Candle Lighting. 
 
 Include your child’s first & last names, birth & death dates and a brief  
message to your child (ex. “We miss you and love you forever & ever…  
Love, Mom & Dad, & all of your family”.)  Photos with lighter backgrounds work  
best.  Please have your information to the Billings. Gazette by Dec. 9th. 

 
  The ads will run on Sunday, December 13th. 
 We thank you so very much for your continued support!! 

	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual	Christmas	Luncheon	
	

	 Our	annual	Christmas	luncheon	will	be	held	at	the	McKenzie	River	Pizza,	Pub	
&	Grill,	405	Main	St.	in	Billings	heights.		It	is	located	just	north	of	McDonald's	and	
in	front	of	Target.		They	have	a	varied	menu	and	a	banquet	room.		We	will	start	at	
12:30	to	give	those	who	live	out	of	town	a	bit	longer	to	get	here.		Please	RSVP	to	
Sharon	Marten	at	245-6162	(H)	or	298-0163	(C)	by	Thursday,	December	10th.		
We	hope	to	see	a	lot	of	you	there.		The	holidays	can	be	so	difficult	and	we	need	to	
support	each	other	as	often	as	we	can!		
	

Please	bring	a	small	($5	value)	exchange	gift.	 	
	

I'M	SPENDING	CHRISTMAS	
WITH	JESUS	THIS	YEAR	

	

I	see	the	countless	Christmas	trees	
					around	the	world	below	

with	tiny	lights	like	heaven	stars	
					reflecting	on	the	snow.	

		
The	sight	is	so	spectacular;	

					please	wipe	away	that	tear	
For	I'm	spending	Christmas	
					with	Jesus	Christ	this	year.	

		
I	hear	the	many	Christmas	songs	
					that	people	hold	so	dear,	

But	the	sound	of	music	can't	compare	
					with	the	Christmas	choir	up	here.	

		
I	have	no	words	to	tell	you	
					the	joy	their	voices	bring,	
for	it's	beyond	description	
					to	hear	the	angels	sing.	

		
I	know	how	much	you	miss	me,	

					I	see	the	pain	inside	your	heart.	
But	I	am	not	so	far	away,	
				we	really	aren't	apart.	

		
So	be	happy	with	me	dear	one,	
					you	know	I	hold	you	dear,	
And	be	glad	I'm	spending	

					Christmas	with	Jesus	Christ	this	year.	
		

I	send	you	each	a	special	gift,	
					more	precious	than	pure	gold,	
It	was	always	most	important	
					in	the	story	Jesus	told.	

		
So	please	love	and	keep	each	other	

					as	my	Father	said	to	do	
For	I	can't	count	the	blessings	of	love	

					that	he	has	for	you.	
		

So	have	a	Merry	Christmas	and	
					wipe	away	that	tear,	

Remember,	I'm	spending	Christmas	
					with	Jesus	Christ	this	year.	

A	LETTER	TO	MY	FAMILY	AND	FRIENDS	
	

					Thank you for not expecting too much 
from me this holiday.  It will be our first 
Christmas without our child and I have 
all I can do coping with the "spirit of the 
holiday" on the radio, TV, in the 
newspapers and stores.  We do not feel 
joyous and trying to pretend this 
Christmas is going to be like the last will 
be impossible because we are missing one. 
     Our family traditions will be too 
painful for us to continue this year.  
Please understand this and maybe some 
Christmas in the future we will have 
these traditions again. 
     Please allow me to talk about my 
child, if I feel a need.  Don't be 
uncomfortable with my tears. My heart 
is breaking and the tears are a way of 
letting out my sadness. 
     I plan to do something special in 
memory of my child.  Please recognize 
my need to do this in order to keep our 
memories alive.  My fear is not that I'll 
forget, but that you will. Please don't 
criticize me if I do something that you 
don't think is normal.  I'm a different 
person now and it may take a long time 
before this different person reaches an 
acceptance of my child's death. 
     As I survive the stages of grief, I will 
need your patience and support, 
especially during these holiday times and 
the "special" days throughout the year. 
     Thank you for not expecting too much 
from me this holiday season. 
 
Love,  
A bereaved parent 
	
Lifted	from	the	Winnipeg	TCF	newsletter	
	

	

MYSTERY	
	

I	bought	toys	for	my		
baby	after	he	died	

	
And	I	opened	the	cedar	chest	

and	put	them	inside.	
	

And	nobody	ever	knew	but	me	
the	meaning	of	the	mystery	

	
Of	brand	new	toys	hidden	

here	and	there	
	

And	not	one	baby	anywhere.	
	

Ann	Cipriano	
TCF,	Tallahassee,	FL.	

	

	

	

	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

�������������������� 

 “Love Gifts” are a beautiful expression of our deep & never-ending love for our children. “Love Gifts” 
help us to reach out to bereaved families, friends, & co-workers in various ways- books, DVDs, videos, 
borchures, and this newsletter.  These gifts are deeply appreciated. If you would like to send a “Love Gift,” 
please mail it to: The Compassionate Friends, P.O. Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105.  Please include who 
your “Love Gift” is in memory of.   

Remember, your gift is also tax deductible! 
 

With much gratitude, we thank the following for their “Love Gifts.” 
Clara Sanford, in memory of her son, Rick Sanford 

 
Charlie & Audrey Reed, in memory of their son, Tim Reed 
Charlie & Audrey Reed, in memory of their son, Jeff Reed 

Bert & LaVonne Madden, in memory of their daughter, Christy Madden Olness’s 12/13 birthday 
Clara Sanford, in memory of her son, Ron Sanford 
Clara Sanford, in memory of her son, Rick Sanford 

Gladys Besel and Shirley & Darwin Sept, in memory of, Kathy Sarrizan’s 12/25 anniversary date 
Donna Bermes, in memory of her daughter, Beverly Swanson 
Donna Bermes, in memory of her daughter, Erlene Schmidt 
Karen Grimm, in memory of her daughter, Emilee Grimm 

	

 
The Rose Park Sanctuary Fund 

 
The sanctuary in Rose Park has become such a meaningful and special place to our members that we want to 
insure that it is well maintained for years to come. In an effort to preserve and financially support any future 

additions to our beloved sanctuary we designate these donations to the “Rose Park Sanctuary Fund.” 
The following donations were recently made: 

 
In honor of:      With love from: 

 
Arlene Priest    in celebration of her December 31st Birthday 

 
With much gratitude, we thank you all for your contributions. 

Remember, your gift is tax deductible! 

	 	 	 	 American	Lutheran	Church	
	 	 	 Memorial	Service	&	Candle	Lighting	
	
	 Monday,	December	14th	at	6:30	p.m.	at	the	American	Lutheran	Church	
–	5	Lewis	Ave.	all	family	&	friends	are	invited	to	join	us	for	a	special	evening	
that	includes	a	holiday	service	&	candle	lighting	ceremony	starting	at	7:00	p.m.	
(Due	to	fire	codes,	only	one	candle	per	family	for	each	child	who	has	died	will	be		
allowed,	and	must	be	held	by	an	adult.	Candles	are	provided	by	TCF.)	
Please	come	early	and	be	thinking	of	a	special	message	to	write	to	your	
child/sibling.		The	message	will	be	read	aloud	during	the	candle	lighting	service.	
	
**A	potluck	fellowship,	including	a	special	raffle,	will	follow	-	please	bring	a	food	item	to	share.		We	also	ask	that	each	
family	bring	an	unwrapped	gift	to	be	donated	to	Family	Services	in	memory	of	your	loved	one.		We	hope	you	will	join	us.	

	

	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO THOSE WHO COME AFTER 
  

I never knew my brother, 
Yet I know him well. 

Through y mother's eyes 
I've known him, 

And I love him still. 
I'll grow tall and strong like him, 

Yet not like him at all. 
He'll be my guardian angel, 

And we'll go through life together, as 
one. 

I have his clothes and his toys 
And his photos, 

I hold them dear to me, 
But most of all, 

I treasure the loving memories 
My mother gave to me. 

  
Karen Hoyland, TCF  
Brisbane, Australia  

 
 

There once was a procession of 
children marching in heaven. Each 
held a lighted candle, and as they 
marched, they sang.  Their faces 
shone with happiness, but one little 
boy stood alone. 
 
"Why don't you join us little boy?" 
one happy child asked. 
 
"I can't," he replied, "every time I 
light my candle, my mommy puts it 
out with her tears.” 
 
Lifted from Brazos Port TCF 
newsletter submitted by  
Barbara Moen 

Just for 
Siblings… 

	

19th Annual World Wide 
Candle Lighting Service 

 
 Sunday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. candles will be lit all over the 
world in each time zone in memory of our children, grandchildren & 
siblings.  You are invited to join us  
(WEATHER PERMITTING) at Rose Park 
 at 6:45 p.m. for a special service and  
candle lighting ceremony. Please bring  
a candle and meet us at the shelter  
near the brick walkway next to our  
memorial garden.  Our tree will be  
decorated & you may bring an ornament  
to place on the tree if you wish. Please  
know that TCF will not be responsible  
for returning these ornaments. 
 Should it be too cold to meet, 
we encourage all families to light candles at home with family. 

	

	 	 	
	

CHILDREN,	GRIEF	&	HOLIDAYS	
	
Grieving	is	probably	a	new	feeling	for	your	children.	
They	don't	know	what	to	expect	and	they	may	be	afraid.	
They	may	be	afraid	of	the	actual	day	and	the	feeling	it	will	bring	both	for	you	
and	for	them.	
They	may	be	afraid	of	what	other	people	are	going	to	expect	from	them.	
They	may	be	afraid	to	ask	the	questions	that	are	bothering	them.	
	
	 Will	we	still	have	Christmas	or	Hanukkah?	
	 Will	Santa	come	this	year?	
	 Will	I	get	any	presents?	
	 Are	we	still	going	to	Grandma's?	
	 Will	we	put	up	a	Christmas	tree?	
	 Who	will	light	the	Menorah?	
	 Is	it	all	right	to	feel	happy?	
	
They	may	feel	guilty	for	looking	forward	to	the	holiday.	
Because	you	seem	sad,	they	may	think	they	should	feel	the	same	way.		They	
may	become	worried	when	they	don't.	
They	may	just	want	to	avoid	the	whole	holiday	time.	
	
Not	Just	Another	Day	
by	Missy	Lowery	
TCF,	Phillips,	WI	
	

	



Lovingly Remembered… 
 

Our children, grandchildren and siblings… 
 

Birthdays 
 

Robert "Bob" Baldner - 12/24 
  Kathy & Bob Baldner 
Jaxen D.A. Purvis - 12/01 
  Bergstrom Jessica 
  Lori Alverado 
Beverly Bermes Swanson - 12/05 
  Donna Mae Bermes 
Amber Beyers - 12/30 
  Betty Beyers 
Duke Bly - 12/15 
  Donna Bly 
Brandon C. Davis - 12/29 
  Drew & Leah Jarrett Brown 
Holly Ann Buchfink Whalen - 12/11 
  Arlene Buchfink 
Lester - 12/11 
  Debbie Clark 

Jimmy Austin Mark Demaree - 12/13 
  Dorothy Demaree 
Greg Alan Elmore - 12/08 
  Jim & Mary Lou Elmore 
Timothy Miles "Tim" Hines - 12/03 
  Tom & Sandy Hines 
Sandra Jo Holden - 12/28 
  Harold & Pansy Holden 
Weston John Mehling - 12/30 
  Johnny Lee & Ruth Mehling 
Elizabeth Rogers - 12/20 
  Richard Rogers 
Austin Tyler St. Germaine - 12/03 
  Jenni Olson 
  Nina Otter 
Troy Jeryl Saylor - 12/17 
  Dave & Beverly Saylor 

Curtis Conrad Scheafer - 12/10 
  Lillian Scheafer 
Kyle David Beeler (Strand) - 12/30 
  Sherry Shandy 
Randy Ray Stimpson - 12/04 
  Evan & Mae Stimpson 
Robert "Bob" Loveridge - 12/02 
  Richard Taylor 
Hollie Ann Thomas - 12/18 
  Randy & Ann Thomas 
Joseph (Joey) Thomas Tochrhana - 12/02 
 Narie Tochrhana 
Ryan C. Vanderbeck - 12/23 
  Thomas & Trish Vanderbeck 
Brittany Marie White - 12/25 
  Sheryl White 
  Danyelle White, Savannah Young

 

Anniversaries 
 

  
Erlene Schmidt - 12/30 
  Barb Adams 
  Donna Mae Bermes 
Matthew Jon McGuinness - 12/18 
  Leslie Austin 
Robert "Bob" Baldner - 12/20 
  Kathy & Bob Baldner 
Lindsey Ann Beck - 12/29 
  Warren & Pam Beck 
Tyrel John Berg - 12/03 
  Russell & Kathy Berg 
Jaxen D.A. Purvis - 12/01 
  Bergstrom Jessica 
  Lori Alverado 
Erlene Schmidt - 12/30 
  Donna Mae Bermes 
Beverly Bermes Swanson - 12/27 
  Donna Mae Bermes 
Kathy Sarrazin - 12/25 
  Gladys Besel 
Jeffrey Lee Crouse - 12/02 
  Naomi Jo Boley 
Eddy Wayne Buchfink - 12/05 
  Arlene Buchfink 
Michael Kinross-Wright - 12/11 
  Paula Curtin 

Devon Douthit - 12/09 
  Burt & Donna Douthit 
Mike Reed - 12/01 
  Burton & Sherry Farley 
Darlyn Novell Blue - 12/21 
  Ellen Grauberger 
Chad D. Hickel - 12/20 
  Richared & Marjorie Hickel 
Christy Madden - 12/13 
  Bert & LaVonne Madden 
Aaron Thomas Egnew - 12/01 
  Kathleen Michelotti 
Jason Mickle - 12/05 
  Kevin & Linda Mickle 
Michael Kirk Munson - 12/25 
  Frank Rooney & Lois Munson 
Deborah Muth Berg - 12/02 
  Maurice & Delores Muth 
Tyler Nicholas Williams - 12/01 
  Pam Nelson 
Ronnie Anderson - 12/25 
 Jackie Niederkofler 
Nanci Lynn Olson - 12/? 
  Leo & Bonnie Olson 
Elvera McLaughlin - 12/12 
  Arlene Priest 

Steven Thomas Rademaker - 12/08 
  Thomas & Joyce Rademaker 
Shaun Michael Reiter - 12/16 
  Linda & Paul Nygard 
Scott Johnson - 12/25 
  Joyce Saunders 
Christian R. Schake - 12/17 
  Diane Schake 
TJ Schreiner - 12/20 
  Kim Shanks 
Patrick Smith - 12/11 
  Carol Smith 
Jessica Lee French Stephenson - 12/21 
  Brad, Cheri & Harlie Stephenson 
  Brandie Staples 
Andy Stoll - 12/15 
  Teri Stoll 
Laurie Jeanne Huffman - 12/28 
  Mel & Fern Strauch 
Jonathan Chance Walkslast - 12/19 
  Jolene Walkslast 
Kenneth Russell Woody, IV - 12/16 
  Ken & Lori Woody, III 
Robin Marie Smith - 12/02 
  Holly D.Wyman 

 

That their  l ight may always shine….. 
 We know how important it is for your child’s name to be included on this page. We apologize if we miss anyone.  We encourage you to 
notify us if you notice an error or if you would like us to update information, especially if your address changes or if we are missing a date.  
However, if you find it too painful and would rather not have your child’s name listed here, please let us know by calling Lorie (855-3071) or 
Erin (256-1569), or by emailing the newsletter editor at Editor@tcfbillings.org. 

 

Thank you for your patience & understanding. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	
	
 

 

REMINDERS	
	
Newsletter	Dedication:	Pat	&	Peggy	Mills	and	Joe	
Reierson,	you	have	signed	up	for	the	January	newsletter	
dedication.		If	anyone	else	would	like	to	dedicate	please	
send	your	dedication	information,	as	well	as,	the	$30	
donation	to:	Billings	TCF,	P.O.	Box	50395,	Billings,	MT	
59105	or	email	it	to	the	newsletter	editor	at:	
tcfbillings.org.		Please	have	all	information	submitted	by	
the	15th	of	December.		Thank	you	for	your	continued	
cooperation!	
	
TCF	Rubber	Wrist	Bands:	 *Great	Stocking	Stuffer	Idea!!*	
“FOREVER	IN	MY	HEART”	rubber	wrist	bands	are	now	
available	in	“junior	size”	too!	These	blue	&	white	marbled	
wrist	bands	are	just	$2	&	available	at	our	monthly	
meetings	or	by	contacting	any	steering	committee	
member.	Shipping	is	adds	a	$1.00	fee.		
	

**HELP	-	PLEASE	SAVE**	
We	will	be	doing	some	special	projects	in	the	upcoming	
months.	Please	save	any	&	all	magazines	(guys	&	girls	
kind)	and	any	size	boot	or	shoe	boxes	that	you	can	find	
(even	little	kid	ones!).	This	should	be	easy	with	the	
upcoming	holidays!!	You	can	bring	them	to	any	meeting	
or	call	me	(Lorie	@	855-3071)	&	I	will	come	pick	them	up!!	
Thanks	for	your	help!	

(		PHONE	FRIENDS		(	
	

If	you	are	having	that	kind	of	day	when	you’d	really	like	to	talk	to		
someone	who	cares,	please	give	any	of	the	people	listed	below	a	call.			

Their	names	are	on	the	list	for	YOU!	
	
Arlene	Priest	 	 252-3013	 	 	 21-year	old	son	–	Illness	

Erin	Koepp		 256-1569	 	 16-mo.	old	daughter	-	Heart	Defect	

Terri	Haacke		 	 259-7515					 15-year	old	son	–	Suicide	

Lorie	Haacke			 	 855-3071					 15-year	old	sibling	-	Suicide	

Virginia	O’Neill			 652-0895			 20-year	old	son	–	Auto	Accident	

Joan	Meyer	Nye	 322-8587			 19-year	old	son	–	Suicide	

Joe	Reierson	 	 256-8174	 	 23-year	old	son	–	Suicide	

Mary	Mattheis	 	 248-6825	 	 44-	year	old	daughter	-	Cancer	

THE	BILLINGS	TCF	STEERING	COMMITTEE	
	

Chapter	Co	leaders		 	 Erin	Koepp		 	 256-1569	
	 	 	 	 	 Lorie	Haacke	 	 855-3071	
Chapter	Advisor		 	 Arlene	Priest	 	 252-3013	
Treasurer	 	 	 	 Erin	Koepp		 	 256-1569	
Co-newsletter	Editors		 Lorie	Haacke	 	 855-3071	
	 	 	 	 	 Sharon	Marten	 	 245-6162	
Activities	Coordinator			 Terri	Haacke	 	 259-7515	
First	Contact		 	 	 Debbie	Clevenger	 248-6930	
Librarian		 	 	 	 Robin	Nash	 	 373-6788	
Outreach	 	 	 	 Peggy	Mills	 	 930-2296	
Men’s	Support	 	 	 Walt	Marten	 	 245-6162	
	 	 	 	 	 Pat	Mills	 	 	 930-2296	

Dates	to	Remember	
	

Saturday,	December	12th	–	12:30	p.m.	
Holiday	luncheon	

McKenzie	River	Pizza,	Pub	&	Grill	
405	Main	St.	in	Billings	heights	
Don’t	forget	your	exchange	gift!	

	
Sunday,	December	13th	–	6:30	p.m.	

Worldwide	Candle	Lighting	
Rose	Park	Shelter	closest	to	the	Angel	Statue	

Weather	Permitting!!	
	

Monday,	December	14th	–	6:30	p.m.	
Annual	Memorial	Service	&	Candle	Lighting	
American	Lutheran	Church,	5	Lewis	Ave.	

	
Friday,	December	25th	–	Christmas	Day	

	
Monday,	January	11th	–	TCF	Meeting	

7:00	p.m.	-	*Room	E*	
Topic:	Debriefing	After	the	Holidays/Sharing	

	
Monday,	February	8th11th	–	TCF	Meeting	

7:00	p.m.	-	*Room	E*	
Topic:	Sharing	

Look for TCF on Facebook!   	



PONDERINGS ALONG THE PATH 

           By Nadine Boyd 

 
Dear	Compassionate	Friends:	
	
	 Christmas	time	is	a	time	for	childlike	wonder,	childlike	trust	
and	childlike	anticipation.		Part	of	the	joy	of	parenthood	is	
experiencing	those	same	feelings	of	your	childhood	through	the	
eyes	of	your	child.		Do	you	remember	the	fascination	your	child	
had	seeing	the	Christmas	tree	for	the	first	time,	or	bundling	up	
the	family	to	drive	around	town	to	see	the	Christmas	decorations	
and	lights?	
	 Do	you	remember	calling	ten	different	stores	to	make	sure	
you	got	the	only	gift	your	child	had	asked	Santa	for?	And	standing	
in	line	for	an	hour	so	your	child	could	sit	on	Santa's	lap?	
	 I	remember	one	year	when	my	son	Luke	was	about	four	or	five	years	old	and	he	was	really	listening	to	the	lyrics	
of	some	of	the	Christmas	songs	from	Sunday	school.		He	asked	me	what	a	stable	was;	I	replied	it	was	like	a	barn	and	
went	on	to	explain	that	Baby	Jesus	was	born	in	a	barn	because	there	was	no	room	in	the	hotel.		He	studied	me	for	a	
few	seconds	with	those	serious	brown	eyes	and	finally	said	"No	sir,	Mom!"		He	evidently	thought	at	the	time	that	
was	a	little	too	unbelievable.		It	made	me	experience	all	over	again	the	magic	and	wonder	of	the	Christmas	story.	
	 I	remember	so	many	years	helping	with	the	children's	Christmas	service	at	church.	It	was	a	bittersweet	joy;	
each	time	I	heard	the	children's	choir	singing	I	felt	my	Aaron	should	be	singing	with	the	other	children.		I	remember	
my	children's	joy	when	they	were	able	to	participate	and	dress	up	for	the	Nativity	story.	
	 Christmas	time	I	think	is	an	especially	lonely	time	without	your	child.		I	think	of	all	the	years	we	have	missed	
Christmas	with	Aaron,	and	I	wonder	what	kind	of	teenager	and	what	kind	of	man	he	would	have	become.		Would	he	
have	enjoyed	reading	and	playing	music?		Would	he	have	had	his	dad's	quick	wit?		He	was	very	kind	as	a	little	boy;	
I'm	sure	he	would	have	been	a	kind	man	as	well.	
	 My	other	sons'	lives	have	been	shaped	around	losing	their	older	brother	as	well.		I	think	it	has	made	them	more	
aware	of	life's	fragility	and	how	vulnerable	you	are	when	you	love	someone.		They	have	expressed	sadness	at	a	very	
early	age	that	they	never	got	to	really	know	their	brother.		Chase	asked	his	dad	once	(he	is	our	adopted	child)	if	
Aaron	hadn't	died	if	he	would	still	have	been	our	son.		My	husband	said	he	felt	very	strongly	we	were	meant	to	be	
his	parents,	and	he	was	meant	to	be	our	son.		I	always	say	that	all	children	come	from	Heaven,	but	I	had	to	pray	
extra	hard	for	Chase!		I	know	the	Lord	got	so	sick	and	tired	of	the	prayers	He	said	"All	right,	all	right!		I	will	send	you	a	
baby!	Just	quit	praying	for	that!"	
	 My	sons	have	grown	up	with	our	Compassionate	Friends	tradition	of	donating	a	gift	for	a	needy	child	in	
memory	of	Aaron,	and	often	took	joy	in	picking	out	a	gift	for	that	child.	We	always	put	several	little	ornaments	he	
made	in	pre-school	on	the	tree,	along	with	those	his	brothers	made.		Aaron's	Christmas	stocking	always	goes	on	the	
fireplace	with	the	others.		I	can't	imagine	putting	these	precious	memories	away	forever	and	never	looking	at	them	
again;	nor	can	I	imagine	taking	his	pictures	down.		When	you	lose	a	child	at	such	a	young	age	you	don't	have	as	
many	pictures,	precious	little	things	they	made	or	were	special	to	them	or	memories,	so	those	items	or	memories	
are	especially	treasured.	
	 This	Christmas	and	holiday	season	find	a	quiet	place.		Find	the	soft	still	place	in	your	heart,	and	feel	that	wonder	
and	trust.		Write	a	letter	to	your	child	telling	them	how	much	you	love	them,	and	how	much	joy	their	life	brought	
you.		Write	down	a	happy	or	funny	memory	and	put	it	in	their	Christmas	stocking.	Make	your	child's	favorite	
cookies.		Come	to	the	Christmas	memorial	service,	light	a	candle	for	your	child	and	have	a	message	read	aloud.		
Volunteer	to	help	at	a	school	or	church	or	shelter.	Honor	your	child's	life	and	your	love	for	one	another.		Give	thanks	
for	the	joy	he	brought	you.	
	 I	wish	you	comfort	and	healing	in	this	season	of	wonder	and	light.	
	 	 	 	 In	friendship,	

	

Nadine 

	



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Help	Us	Maintain	Our	Mailing	List		
£		 	 Please	add	this	name	to	your	mailing	list	

£		 	 Please	remove	my	name	from	your	mailing	list	

£		 	 My	address	has	changed	

	

Parent’s	name_____________________________________	Phone_________________	

Address___________________________________________________	

City_________________________________	State______	Zip_____________	

Child’s	name__________________________________	

Birth	date________________	Date	of	death________________________	
	

£		 I’d	like	to	donate	to	the	“Rose	Park	Sanctuary.”	

£		 I’d	like	to	give	a	“Love	Gift.”	

I’m	enclosing	$_________,	in	memory	of	___________________________________	

If	 this	 is	 the	 first	 newsletter	 you	
have	 received,	 it	 is	 because	
someone	who	cares	about	you	has	
asked	 us	 to	 send	 you	 a	 copy	 in	
hopes	this	may	offer	some	comfort	
to	you	in	your	recent	loss.	


