
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This newsletter is dedicated to the following children with love: 

❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤ Jonathan Chance Walkslast ❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤  
 

 

NEXT MEETING 
 

Monday, December 13th, at 6:30 PM 

American Lutheran Church, 5 Lewis Ave. 
 

This service takes the place of our regularly scheduled 

meeting at The Billings Clinic.  See page 4! 

 

National Office � P.O. Box 3696 � Oak Brook, IL 60522-3696� Toll Free (877) 969-0010 

Website: www.compassionatefriends.org Email address: nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org 

BILLINGS, MONTANA CHAPTER 
P.O. BOX 50395 � BILLINGS, MT 59105 

Website: www.tcfbillings.org 

Regional Coordinator: Arlene Priest – (406) 252-3013 

The Compassionate Friends is a mutual assistance, self-help organization offering friendship, understanding 

and hope to bereaved families.  The primary purpose is to assist them in positive resolution of the grief 

experienced upon the death of a child and to support their efforts to achieve physical and emotional health.  

The secondary purpose is to provide information and to educate about bereaved families.  The objective is to 

help those in their community, including family, friends, employers, and co-workers to be supportive. 

PROGRAM 

 
                    Annual Memorial Service 

                           Candle Lighting 

          Followed by a fellowship potluck 

December 2010 

Jonathan Chance Walkslast 

December 19, 1997 

TIME WELL SPENT 
 

Time has brought us together and now, 
Time tries to keep us apart 

Time will never change these feelings 
I have for you in my heart 

 

Time has brought us joy and happiness 
And sometimes it even brought us tears. 

Time taught us to trust and 
To share together all of our fears. 

 

After you left time helped me deal with 
The feelings that I went through 
Time taught me to be thankful 
For the time I spent with you 

 

Time has given us memories that can 
Never be taken away 

Time has given us the opportunity 
To be together again someday 

 

Time has taught me many things that I never realized that I knew. 
Time has taught me that I have all of this to be 

Thankful for and that’s because of you. 
 

I love you Jonathan and miss you very much, Mom. 

 

 



 
 

                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             
                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS A DADDY TO DO??? 

 

What is a DADDY to do?  At Christmas time. 

It’s only a daughter that’s missing - - 

At Christmas time. 

Be strong! Be macho! Act as if everything was 

“normal!” 

It’s only a daughter that’s missing - - 

At Christmas time. 

Go on with life! Go on with Giving! 

Remember, it’s a time of good cheer! 

It’s only a daughter that’s missing - - 

At Christmas time. 
Don’t weep. Don’t cry. You’ll spoil the fun, 

and that’s simply not done. 

It’s only your daughter that’s missing - - 

At Christmas time. 

You want to smash! You want to roar! You want to 

scream and curse. But not now…. for 

It’s only your daughter that’s missing - - 

At Christmas time. 

What is a Daddy to do… it’s only his daughter that’s 

missing 

At Christmas time. 
 

Tom Crouthamel 

TCF Sarasota, FL 

 
I’ve had my first Christmas in Heaven,  

a glorious, wonderful day.  

I stood with the saints of the Ages,  

who found Christ,  the truth and the way. 

I sang with the heavenly choir, 

just think, I joined in to sing.  

And oh, what celestial music we brought  

to our Savior and King. 

We sang the glad songs of Redemption,  

how Jesus to Bethlehem came.  

And how they call his name Jesus,  

that all might be saved by his name.  

We sang once again with the angels,  

the message they sang that blest morn. 

When shepherds first heard the glad story,  

that Jesus the Savior was born. 

O Dear Ones, I wish you had been there,  

no Christmas on earth could compare. 

With all the rapture and glory,  

we witnessed in heaven so fair.  

You know how I always loved Christmas,  

it seemed such a wonderful day.  

With all of my loved ones around me,  

the Children so happy and gay.  

Yes, now I can see why I loved it,  

and, oh, what a joy it will be,  

when you and my loved ones are with me,  

to share in the glories I see.   

So Dear ones on earth, here’s my greeting,  

look up till the day dawn appears.  

Oh, hwat a Christmas awaits us,  

beyond our parting of tears. 
 

Submitted by Zachary Taylor Johnson’s  

Grandma, Adeline Johnson 

A LETTER TO MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
 

 Thank you for not expecting too much from me this holiday season. It will be our first Christmas without our child and I have all I can do 

coping with the “spirit of the holiday” on the radio, TV, in the newspapers and stores. We do not feel joyous and trying to pretend this Christmas is 

going to be like the last will be impossible because we are missing one. 

 Our family traditions will be too painful for us to continue this year. Please understand this and maybe some Christmas in the future we will 

have these traditions again. 

Please allow me to talk about my child, if I feel a need. Don’t be uncomfortable with my tears. My heart is breaking and the tears are a way 

of letting out my sadness. 

 I plan to do something special in memory of my child. Please recognize my need to do this in order to keep our memories alive. My fear is 

not that I’ll forget, but that you will. 

Please don’t criticize me if I do something that you don’t think is normal. I’m a different person now and it may take a long time before this different 

person reaches an acceptance of my child’s death. 

 As I survive the stages of grief, I will need your patience and support, especially during these holiday times and the “special” days 

throughout the year. 

 Thank you for not expecting too much from me this holiday season. 

                                                            Love, 

                                                                                                                                                                              A bereaved parent 

Lifted from the Winnipeg TCF newsletter.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL WORLD WIDE CANDLE LIGHTING 

SPONSORED BY THE BILLINGS GAZETTE 
 

The Billings Gazette is once again sponsoring TCF for the 14th annual World Wide Candle Lighting memorial page.  

Please take part by purchasing a memorial in honor of your child, grandchild or sibling.  Your support is urgently 

needed to continue this heartwarming tribute.  The cost is $31.95, but $10.00 from every memorial goes back to the 

Billings TCF chapter.  Your child’s picture & a short message will be printed in a 1x3” ad in the Gazette on Dec. 12th.   

To participate send a wallet- sized photo with your name, address and “TCF” printed on the back to: 

BILLINGS GAZETTE CLASSIFIED DEPT. 

401 N. Broadway, Billings, MT 59101 

Attn.: TCF World Wide Candle Lighting. 
 

Please include your child’s first & last names, birth & death dates and a brief message to your child (ex. “We miss you 

and love you forever & ever… Love, Mom & Dad, & all of your family”.)  Photos with lighter backgrounds work best.  

Please have your information to the Billings. Gazette by Monday, December 6th. 
 

Watch for our memorial page in Sunday, December 12th.classified section. 

Thanks for your continued support!! 

HOW MANY STOCKINGS 

SHALL I HANG? 

 

What a torment! Funny how you worry 

what your friends will think. 

Coming Unwrapped 
We wrap ourselves for the holidays much like the presents we 

give. The brightly colored paper hides what’s within. When people look at 

us they only see the outside. 

We promise ourselves we will not come urwrapped. We’ll make it 

through the family celebrations, the church services, and the big occasion. 

The paper and the ribbon will remain intact. 

But it is the small thing that manages to untie the bow. The little 

insignificant moment, the Christmas parade, the search for the tree, the 

discovered ornament, the special carol, the memory and the paper gets 

wrenched off. The true Christmas The true Christmas presence shows 

itself. The inevitable tide of feelings bursts out of the artificially decorated 

façade. The emotions pour out. The intense anger wells up. The tears are 

shed and the holidays come. These are as sure as the tides of the sea and 

the march of time. 

Only a compassionate friend, a bereaved parent, knows of what I 

speak. Yet the answer isn’t in fighting or in denying these feelings. We 

have paid the price. We have the right to grieve. The resolution of our grief 

is the grieving. Our hope for all who read this letter is that you will make it 

through the holidays. We cannot make the pain go away, but know there 

are other who suffer with you.  

 

We have made it, and together will continue on.  

 ∼Hank Hewett – TCF, Scranton, PA 

Christmas is a special time 

Holly, tinsel, church bells chime 

Shopping, eating are the norm. 

My heart glows and feels warm. 

But one sad note is there to mar. 

The ache within my heart is sharper 

For one dear one is missing. 

Midst all the shopping and the ring 

Of church bells and the tinsel on the tree 

I visit a lone grave and feel I am a refugee. 

No one seems to understand the pain I feel 

Nor why my child, the dead, is still so dear to me.  

But now I found a group of friends 

Who seem t care and here I blend. 

My feelings are all accepted as am I 

Thank you friends for helping me to say good –bye 

And to enjoy this Christmas season with a hope. 

The day will come when I can cope 

With all the bells and the elation 

Which Christmas brings without comparison. 

 

Lorraine Weaver, TCF Ephrata, PA 

MEMORIES 

My little brother who loved winter and icicles that are clear, 

My heart aches and I cry because you are now gone forever.  

How did time go by so fast with all the memories we made?  

They are everlasting, but without you the world is lonely  

And there are no new memories. 

Renee Miller, TCF Troy, ID 



 
 

“Love Gifts” are a beautiful expression of our deep & never-ending love for our children. “Love Gifts” help us to reach out 

to bereaved families, friends, & co-workers in various ways- books, tapes, videos, borchures, and this newsletter.  These 

gifts are deeply appreciated. If you would like to send a “Love Gift,” please mail it to: The Compassionate Friends, P.O. 

Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105.  Please include who your “Love Gift” is in memory of.   

Remember, your gift is also tax deductible! 
 

With much gratitude, we thank the following for their “Love Gifts.” 
 

Billy & Francie Greenough, in memory of their granddaughter, Jessey Roods 

Richard and Holly Wyman, in memory of their daughter, Robin M. Smith 

Mom, Dad, Misti, Olivia & Ivy, in memory of their son & brother, Derek Russell Schell 

Clifford & Nancy Powell, in memory of their son, Christopher Powell 

Nancy Barbula , in memory of her son, Jacob Black 

Clara Sanford, in memory of her son, Rick 

Richard & Marjorie Hickel, in memory of their son, Chad 

Leroy & Gladys Besel, in memory of their daughter, Kathy Sarrazin, 

Jim & LaVaun Black, in memory of their son, Brad James Black 

Lloyd & Becky Repnak, in memory of their daughter, Rachel Repnak Lapp 

Delores Muth, in memory of her children, Debbie & Howard 

Jackie Taylor, in memory of her children, Bob & Sherry Loveridge 

Donna Bermes, in memory of her daughter, Erlene Bermes Schmidt 

The Rangitsch family, in memory of, John Aaron Rangitsch 

Betty Taylor, in memory of her children, Aaron Belzer & Robin Hammitt 
and granddaughter, Lisa Wellman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN 
 

Thank you so very much for designating  

THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS as the recipient  

of your pledge to United Way. 

We are most grateful for your support. 

ALC Memorial Service and Candle Lighting 
 

Monday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m.at  
American Lutheran Church – 5 Lewis Ave. all 
family & friends are invited to join us for a 

special evening that includes a holiday service & 
candle lighting ceremony starting at 7:00 p.m. 
sharp!  (Due to fire codes, only one candle per 
family for each child who has died will be 

allowed, and must be held by an adult. Candles 
are provided by TCF.)  Please come early and be 
thinking of a special message to write to our 
child/sibling.  The message will be read aloud 
during the candle lighting service.  **A potluck 
fellowship will follow - please bring a food item 
to share.  We also ask that each family bring an 
unwrapped gift to be donated to Family Services 
in memory of your loved one.  We hope you will 

join us. 

Christmas Luncheon 
 

Saturday, December 11th, 12:00 noon at the  
Rib & Chop House located at 1849 Majestic Lane 
Please join us for lunch & fellowship as we begin a 
weekend long tribute to our children and siblings. 
Lunch will cost between $6 & $12 per person. We 
ask that each person attending bring a small ($5 
value) exchange gift. 

 
14th Annual World Wide Candle Lighting Service 

 

Sunday, December 12th at 7:00 p.m. candles will 
be lit all over the world in each time zone in memory 
of our children, grandchildren & siblings.  You are 
invited to join us (WEATHER PERMITTING) at Rose 
Park @ 6:45 p.m. for a special service and candle 
lighting ceremony.  Please bring a candle and meet us 
at the shelter near the brick walkway next to our 
memorial garden.  Our tree will be decorated & you 
may bring an ornament to place on the tree if you 
wish.  Please know that TCF will not be responsible 
for returning these ornaments. 

December Dates to Remember 

 



Lovingly Remembered… 

Our children, grandchildren and siblings… 

 

Birthdays 
 

Manuel J. Alvarez II - 12/31 

  John & Mary Alvarez 

Twila Jean Morgan - 12/06 

  Tom & Betty Anderson 

Ronald Clark Bourne - 12/27 

  Betty Bourne 

Kerby A. Brandon - 12/02 

  Donna Brandon 

Brandon Charles Davis - 12/29 

  Leah & Drew Brown 

Brad Alan Clark - 12/16 

  Jack Clark 

Greg Alan Elmore - 12/08 

  Jim & Mary Lou Elmore 

Kassandra Thompson-Christopherson - 

12/3 

  Michelle Foos 

Eugene "Geno" Walter Foster - 12/02 

  Mike Mathew & Kay Foster 

  Beverly Foster 

Justine Jo Degele - 12/04 

  Linda Gerondale 

Heather Celeste Giles - 12/04 

  Michael & Tracey Giles 

John Alexander Harmon - 12/24 
  Amelia Harmon 

Timothy Miles "Tim" Hines - 12/03 

  Tom & Sandy Hines 

Noah Gabriel Keller - 12/28 

  Joe & Lia Keller 

  Arliss Keller 

Jay L. Faw - 12/27 

  Mary & Bob McDermott 

Esther Geving Harts - 12/24 

  Walt & Catherine McDougall 

Ray Miller - 12/08 

  Walter Dean & Mary Miller 

John Aaron Rangitsch - 12/08 

  Dorothy Rangitsch 

Virginia "Ginger" Marie - 12/30 

  George Raths 

Elizabeth Rogers - 12/20 

  Richard Rogers 

Kyle David Beeler (Strand) - 12/30 

  Sherry Shandy 

Robert "Bob" Loveridge - 12/02 

  Richard & Jackie Taylor 

Crystal Williamson Littlelight - 12/02 

  Davis & Elsie Woundedface 

 

Anniversaries 
 
Matthew Jon McGuiness - 12/18 

  Leslie Austin 

Spenser John Benson - 12/10 

  Jeff & Debi Benson 

Tyrel John Berg - 12/03 

  Russell & Kathy Berg 

Erlene Schmidt - 12/30 

  Donna Mae Bermes 

Kathy Sarrazin - 12/25 

  Leroy & Gladys Besel 

  Darwin & Shirley Sept 

Thomas L. Blevins - 12/26 
  Tom & Diane Blevins 

Bruce Allen Bly - 12/17 

  Frances Bly 

David LeRoy Briese Jr. - 12/11 

  Dixie Briese, Sr. 

Mary Louise Dassinger - 12/28 

  Helen LaVerne Dassinger 

Devon Douthit - 12/09 

  Burt & Donna Douthit 

John "Jack" Connelly Evans - 12/20 

  Jo Evans 

Jessey Janell Roods - 12/23 

  Billy & Francie Greenough 

Janet Searan - 12/01 

  J.D. & Vicki Ingraham 

Renee Johnson - 12/14 

  Lois & Toby Johnson 

Patricia "Patty" Bonzer - 12/07 

  Ann Kuntz 

Timothy Langel - 12/24 

  Dick & Alberta Langel 

Kenneth Paul Lucien, Jr. - 12/06 

  Kenneth & Mary Jeanne Lucien, Sr 

Mark A. McCullough - 12/16 

  Mabel McCullough 

Tyler James Miller - 12/13 

  Jim & Lee Ann Miller 

Ray Miller - 12/10 
  Walter Dean & Mary Miller 

Deborah Muth Berg - 12/02 

  Maurice & Delores Muth 

David Slade O'Neill - 12/06 

  David & Virginia O'Neill 

Travis Owen - 12/25 
  Linda Owen 

Elvera McLaughlin - 12/12 

  Arlene Priest 

Scott Johnson - 12/25 

  Joyce Saunders 

Christian R. Schake - 12/17 

 Harvey & Diane Schake 

Kathy Sarrazin - 12/25 

  Darwin & Shirley Sept 

Patrick Smith - 12/11 

  Carol Smith 

Tyler Jay "TJ" Soapes - 12/31 

  Debby Soapes, Richard Soapes, 

  Asia Soapes 

Darlyn Nowell Blue - 12/21 

  Ellen Swain  

Don Swartz - 12/08 

  Gordon & Elaine Swartz 

Galynn Jo Toombs - 12/26 

  Shirley Toombs 

David LeRoy Wakley - 12/18 

  Joan Wakley 

Jonathan Chance Walkslast - 12/19 

  Jolene Walkslast 

Robin Marie - 12/02 

  Holly D. Wyman 

 

 

 

 
…That their light may always shine           …That their light may always shine           …That their light may always shine           …That their light may always shine               

We know how important it is for your child’s name to be included on this page.  We apologize if we miss anyone.   
We encourage you to notify us if you notice an error or if you would like us to update information.   

If you find it too painful and would rather not have your child’s name listed here, please let us know  
by calling: Lorie (855-3071) or Erin (256-1569).   

Thank you for understanding. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDERS 

 

Newsletter Dedication:  Arlene Priest, you have 

signed up for the January newsletter dedication.  If 

anyone else would like to dedicate, please mail your 

dedication information, as well as, a $25 donation 

to: TCF, P.O. Box 50395, Billings, MT 59105.  You 

may also email the newsletter editor by visiting our 

website at: tcfbillings.org.  All information must be 

submitted to the editor by the 15
th 

of December.  

Thanks for your cooperation. 

�  PHONE FRIENDS  � 
 

If you are having that kind of day when you’d really like to talk to  

someone who cares, please give any of the people listed below a call.   

Their names are on the list for YOU! 

 

Arlene Priest 252-3013 21-year old son – Illness 

Erin Koepp  256-1569 16-mo. old daughter - Heart Defect 

Terri Haacke  259-7515     15-year old son – Suicide 

Lorie Haacke   855-3071     15-year old sibling - Suicide 

Virginia O’Neill  652-0895  20-year old son – Auto Accident 

Joan Meyer Nye  322-8587  19-year old son - Suicide 

THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
 

Chapter Co-Leaders Erin Koepp/Char Kenney 

Correspondent  Mary Fossen 

Chapter Advisor  Arlene Priest 

Treasurer  Erin Koepp 

Co-Newsletter Editors Lorie Haacke/Terri Haacke 

Librarian  Mary Fossen 

ActivitiesCoordinator Terri Haacke 

Dates to Remember 
 

Saturday, December 11th – Holiday Luncheon 

12:00 noon – at Rib & Chop House 

See page 3 for more details 

 

Sunday, December 12
th – Worldwide Candle Lighting 

6:45 p.m. – at Rose Park 

 

Monday, December 13
th – Memorial Service  

& Candle Lighting  

6:30 p.m. – at American Lutheran Church 

 

Saturday, December 25
th – Christmas Day 

Monday, January 10th – TCF Meeting 

7:00 p.m. – *Room E* 

NEW MEETING ROOM!!! 

 

Monday, February 14
th

 – TCF Meeting  

7:00 p.m. – *Room E* 

NEW MEETING ROOM!!! 

 

**New meeting room!! Beginning January, 2011 

we will be meeting in a new room. Same location 

(Billings Clinic), just around the corner to the right 

of our previous meeting room. 

LOOK for the sign!** 

Topics:  We are in the process of coordinating our 

meeting topics for the next several months. We would 

love to hear from you. If you have ideas or a topic of 

interest that you would like us to consider please contact 

Lorie @ 855-3071.  



 

                        PONDERINGS ALONG THE PATH   

By Nadine Boyd 

 

Dear Compassionate Friends:  

 

        The nights are long and dark, the weather is freezing and the holidays are here. Sometimes people expect us to 

be "jolly" and enjoy the hustle and bustle of the holidays.  However, this time of year for bereaved families can be 

especially lonely and hard to cope with the loss of your child.  If you are having an especially bad time, it can be a 

good time to turn our thoughts inward to seek peace and serenity. I want to share a coping skill I have recently tried. 

When you are having a bad time, write down or tell yourself something positive and specific-not just a happy 

memory but WHY it is a happy memory. Maybe you are the best sister ever-you stuck up for your sibling or even 

“took the rap” when they had done something wrong. Maybe your sibling looked up to you and you shared more 

than a sibling bond. Maybe you read a particular story at bedtime to your child at LEAST 50 or 60 times because it 

was their favorite and they always requested it. Maybe your child “helped” you decorate the Christmas tree and most 

of the ornaments ended up on the lower third of the tree, but your child was so pleased they got to help decorate, you 

would not have moved anything. 

        Bereaved families have a tendency to beat ourselves up and play the “woulda, shoulda, coulda” game and feel 

we could have somehow prevented our child’s death, regardless of the circumstances. I have mentioned my dear 

friend Marilyn who also lost her child to kidney disease. One day I told her in despair that I felt somehow I could 

have prevented Aaron’s death. She brought me up short when she asked what I could have done differently. She told 

me we had done the best we could with the knowledge and tools we had and I realized she was right. It was very 

healing to realize we could not have done anything differently. All our love and determination and prayers could not 

keep Aaron from dying.  

        We have tried to be the best parents we can.  Perhaps you had a strained relationship with your child or sibling 

and he chose to end his life.  Now you are suffering tremendous guilt; feeling that somehow those hard feelings 

contributed to your child's death. Perhaps you are angry at your child for choices he made that led to his death, 

whether it was drinking and driving, taking too much medication or not seeking help for his depression.  Families 

love each other, but sometimes bad choices, mental illness or depression, failed expectations or even just differences 

in personality or circumstances can strain those family relationships. Perhaps you feel you should have known how 

much your child or sibling was suffering and taken further steps to get them medical or psychiatric help.  Maybe that 

help would not have been welcomed or done any good.  Perhaps your child gave you no clue at all how deeply he 

was suffering-it doesn't seem to make a difference in our feelings that we should have known somehow. 

        Again, now try to pull up a happy time or memory of your child and give it a positive spin.  Did your child 

always make time to spend with a particular family member?  Did your child adore your chocolate chip cookies and 

you always seemed to have some freshly baked when you knew he was coming over?  Do you remember the first 

time your child said "mama" or "dada"?  These memories can make us miss our child even more, but can help us 

remember what made them special. 

        Please remember it will not always hurt this badly.  Time does soften and heal the pain.  I remember a 

Compassionate Friend saying after her daughter died, for a long time her broken heart hurt so badly she often looked 

down and was surprised to see that she did not have a big hole where her heart used to be. In time you will remember 

many more of the happy memories and less of the bad ones.  You will always love and miss your child-that will 

never change.  Now try to forgive yourself, your child or anyone else you think might have contributed to his death. 

        I wish you a quiet, soft place in the midst of the hustle and bustle of the holiday season to find serenity, 

forgiveness and "the peace that passes all understanding".  Above all, I wish you loving memories to soften the pain 

and heal your broken heart. 

 

In friendship,  
 

Nadine 

 

 


